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God’s House, God’s Host, God’s Help 
Leviticus 27:30-33; Deuteronomy 12:5-19; 14:28-29  

How many have heard of the word “hermeneutics?”  Hermeneutic is what you bring to the study of 
something.  In Scripture, it’s what you bring, your experiences, your ideas, your very self, when you 
open a particular text.  For example, if you were married but are now divorced, you might bring 
something entirely different to Jesus’ and Paul’s words on marriage and divorce than a person who had 
not been divorced.  If you have experienced personal loss in your life, you may react in a certain way 
when you hear Romans 8:28, “All things happen for good…”  If you are an impoverished Brazilian 
peasant, the gospel will have a different meaning than if you worship at Indian Hill Presbyterian 
Church.   

Let me give you a more vivid example.  A few years ago, Caroline and I were driving across northern 
Ohio one fall Sunday afternoon, and we picked up the Steelers-Browns game on a Cleveland station!  
It was fantastic to hear what the announcers said about the Steelers, and their fans!  They certainly had 
a particular hermeneutic about the Steelers!  

Today is the first half of two sermons on Stewardship.  Our session has prepared a preliminary budget, 
and the letter will go out this Saturday – this means you will have to listen to two sermons on 
stewardship, before you respond with your 2009 financial commitment.     

We are talking about stewardship – just what is a steward?  In the ancient world, the steward was seen 
as someone who managed things that were not his own.  DEFINITION: the conducting, supervising, or 
managing of something, especially the careful and responsible management of something entrusted to 
one’s care (e.g., the stewardship of our natural resources.)  God is the owner, we are the stewards.    

And what hermeneutic do you bring to this topic of stewardship?  Do you see these two sermons, this 
particular event in the life of our church, as a necessary inconvenience?  Do you see stewardship as 
something that needs to occur once a year so we can do our necessary budget planning?  Is it the time 
of the year when the leaders make their plans (often astonishingly similar to last year’s), add in a 
certain percentage increase for the staff, and send out the numbers so we can fill our pledge cards? 
Do you simply look at your current pledge amount, if you choose to pledge, and write in the same 
amount?  Do you find yourself making excuses why you can’t give more?     

Let me stop and ask some basic questions: How do we feel about Scripture?  Do we believe it’s God’s 
Word?  Do we accept it as authoritative?   

Let me read you two passages from Scripture:  

2 Timothy 3:16-17: All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness,  17 so that everyone who belongs to God may be 
proficient, equipped for every good work. A reminder that the Greek word for “inspired” is pneuma, 
which means God-breathed.  This is not a case of Mendelsohn being inspired during a trip to Italy to 
write the Italian Symphony – Scripture is God-breathed.  Also, sometimes God uses Scripture to kick 
us in a particular place!     

Psalm 119:47-48: I find my delight in your commandments, because I love them.  48 I revere your 
commandments, which I love, and I will meditate on your statutes.   Again, do we love God’s 
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commandments?  Do we delight in them?     

Let’s get back to that pesky word, hermeneutic.  If we believe that all Scripture, all Scripture is God-
breathed, then we should look to Scripture for what it has to say about stewardship.  Do you want to 
hear what God has to say about it, or have you formulated your own opinions and ideas about 
stewardship?  Our hermeneutic should be – God has something to say to me about stewardship, and I 
will listen and be open to what God has to say.   

A few additional comments from this pulpit:  I hope by now I have earned the right to be heard. I am 
your pastor, and I am compelled to preach the gospel faithfully week in, week out.  I tremble with this 
responsibility, which I take very seriously. Many of you know, and many of you have seen how 
passionate I can be about certain things, especially stewardship. The issue for us this morning, every 
morning, every day, is life in Christ – life in Christ means just that – our entire lives, including our 
money. I have often said, start with Christ on the cross – then start your living response to God’s grace. 
I am not here to make you mad, insult you, or disagree with what might you might believe or have 
heard before. I can only preach what it says. Scripture tells us to tithe back to God, from the top, our 
first fruits, and that is what I am compelled to preach.    

This morning, we will look at what the Old Testament says on this important topic.  Next week, we 
will look at the New Testament, and we will focus on God’s grace.  I will also give some specific 
comments on tithing.    

The Law of Moses describes three types of tithes: God’s tithe, a tithe for the support of God’s house 
and work – this is God’s house. There is the festival tithe, a tithe given for a grand meal at the house of 
God, in which God was the host and the people of God the guests – this is God’s host. Finally, there is 
the charitable tithe, a tithe of mercy for those who were less fortunate than most – God’s help.    

Let’s turn to our first passage:   

Leviticus 27:30-33: All tithes from the land, whether the seed from the ground or the fruit from the 
tree, are the LORD's; they are holy to the LORD.  31 If persons wish to redeem any of their tithes, they 
must add one-fifth to them.  32 All tithes of herd and flock, every tenth one that passes under the 
shepherd's staff, shall be holy to the LORD.  33 Let no one inquire whether it is good or bad, or make 
substitution for it; if one makes substitution for it, then both it and the substitute shall be holy and 
cannot be redeemed.  (And let’s include verse 34: These are the commandments that the LORD gave to 
Moses for the people of Israel on Mount Sinai.)   

The first tithe – the tithe to God’s house.  Three points need to be made here – first, look at verse 34: 
These are God’s commandments!  Second, all tithes from the land are the Lord’s. Remember, who 
owned the land, and everything else? GOD!   

Look at Psalm 24:1: The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it. The 
Israelites had been tithing since the days of Abraham – throughout their history, they were constantly 
reminded that God gave them the land, and everything in it, and they were to give a tenth back, 
regardless. A tenth not of what was sown, but what was yielded, the produce of the seed, the harvest 
reaped, the corn of the threshing floor. The fruit of the tree, the fullness of the press, the wine and the 
oil.    



Sermon full text 10/26/08 
Page 3 of 5  

Third, there was to be no distinction between good vs. bad – one tenth, regardless. Look at verse 31: 
…every tenth one that passes under the shepherd’s staff…  There was to be no distinction!  The entire 
herd passed under the staff, and every tenth animal went to God. The shepherd was not permitted to 
give the bad ones to God and keep the good ones.   

The message for us is this: everything, everything belongs to God, and everything we have comes from 
God, and eventually, everything will return to God. The tithe belongs to God – we are give back a tithe 
to him. There are no exceptions to this – everything belongs to God.   

One final point – the tithe is the first fruits. Did you notice that next Sunday is “First Fruits Sunday?” 
What if we called it “second fruits” or “last fruits” Sunday?   

Let’s move to the second tithe - tithing is like a joyous festival, with God as the host:    

Deuteronomy 12:5-14: But you shall seek the place that the LORD your God will choose out of all 
your tribes as his habitation to put his name there. You shall go there, 6 bringing there your burnt 
offerings and your sacrifices, your tithes and your donations, your votive gifts, your freewill offerings, 
and the firstlings of your herds and flocks.  7 And you shall eat there in the presence of the LORD your 
God, you and your households together, rejoicing in all the undertakings in which the LORD your God 
has blessed you.  8 You shall not act as we are acting here today, all of us according to our own desires,  
9 for you have not yet come into the rest and the possession that the LORD your God is giving you.  10 

When you cross over the Jordan and live in the land that the LORD your God is allotting to you, and 
when he gives you rest from your enemies all around so that you live in safety,  11 then you shall bring 
everything that I command you to the place that the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling for his 
name: your burnt offerings and your sacrifices, your tithes and your donations, and all your choice 
votive gifts that you vow to the LORD.  12 And you shall rejoice before the LORD your God, you 
together with your sons and your daughters, your male and female slaves, and the Levites who reside 
in your towns (since they have no allotment or inheritance with you).  13 Take care that you do not offer 
your burnt offerings at any place you happen to see.  14 But only at the place that the LORD will 
choose in one of your tribes – there you shall offer your burnt offerings and there you shall do 
everything I command you.    

The second tithe – a tithe for God’s host.  The purpose of the festival tithe was vastly different than the 
Lord’s tithe. The Lord’s tithe was to make sure the practice of worship continued. The festival tithe 
was to create a sense of community, support, and celebration. God wants our tithing to be like a 
festival!  Worship was central to the life of the Israelites, and great emphasis was put on the place 
where the tithe was to be given.   

The key principle is this – stewardship is a shared experience in the worshipping community. Just as 
giving brings the giver into vital contact with God, so it also brings the giver into fellowship with 
others. The first place for giving is the local congregation – this is where the fellowship and worship 
are!  God is telling the Israelites that they are to bring the tithe to the place that he chooses, not a place 
of that we might choose. According to Scripture, we are to give our gifts at the local place of worship, 
not some other place that we might choose. The church that ministers to you in Word, ordinance, 
sacrament, counseling, visitation – this is where your support should be!  
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Further, the tithe should be one of joy and celebration! The festival tithe demonstrates the joy that God 
intends in giving.   

Now let’s look to the third type of tithe, the tithe for God’s help   

Deuteronomy 14:28-29: Every third year you shall bring out the full tithe of your produce for that year, 
and store it within your towns; 29 the Levites, because they have no allotment or inheritance with you, 
as well as the resident aliens, the orphans, and the widows in your towns, may come and eat their fill 
so that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work that you undertake.  

The third tithe – tithe for God’s help. In this case, every third year, the tithe was to be set aside for the 
poor. The worshipper was to lay this at his own gates, and the Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and 
the widow were to have access to this bounty. For a person without land, this meant freedom from 
starvation. For us today, we are to give “above and beyond” the tithe for the relief of the poor. This is 
exactly what we do thru mission, both by our own tithes and our personal offerings.   

Let’s review what we have read this morning. First, everything is created by God, and everything 
belongs to God. Scripture also tells us we are to give one-tenth, a tithe, from the top, back to God. We 
are not permitted to pick and choose what to give, and what to keep. Second, worship is central to our 
lives, and we are to give joyously back to God, where he tells us to give. This means, according to 
Scripture, that our tithes should go to the local congregation. That means that your tithe, if you do tithe, 
should go to Calvin Church.    

This may cause some disagreement, so let’s look at it more closely. Again, I am not here to cause 
trouble, or to disagree with what you may have practiced for years – I can only preach what Scripture 
says. In the Old Testament, and today, worship should be the center of our lives. Where do you hear 
God’s word? Where do you receive your fellowship? Where is your support? Who does most of the 
praying for you? How many of you will have your lives celebrated in this very sanctuary when you 
cross over to eternal life?  

Looking back on my own life, I have worshipped in at least ten churches. Where should my tithe go?   
I became a deacon at Mt. Calvary Church – should it go there? I became an elder at Orchard Park 
Church – should it go there?  I had an infilling of the spirit, and was under care to be a Minister at 
Memorial Park Church – should it go there? I had my first call at Madeira-Silverwood Church – should 
it go there?  Where should my tithe go?  The advantage of Scripture is that God has already told us 
where to send our tithe!  

If our worship, our very incarnational experience as Christians is based at 1177 West Ohio Pike, where 
God has called us to be, why should we send the financial portion of our lives elsewhere. There are 
only a few here who have never worshipped anywhere else – what if only those folks gave to Calvin?  
What if everyone here who has belonged elsewhere gave elsewhere?    

Stewardship is for God’s house.  Stewardship is to be lived out joyously, as if we were at a festival.  
Stewardship which honors God takes into account the needs of those around the giver.   

In my Homiletics class, we were instructed never to open with a joke or an apology. As I said, this is a 
very important, and very serious topic for me. I am not about to tell a joke. And I am not really going 
to apologize if I said something to make you uncomfortable. This is God’s Word, and you have called 
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me here to preach the Word of God. I hope you will respond with love, repentance, and a new 
commitment to give your entire life to Christ, not just a portion.    

This week, we spoke of the Law – next week, we will talk about grace. Under the Law, we are required 
to tithe – we could just go with that, since it’s what Scripture tells us. Under grace, tithing is an 
incarnational response to God’s grace. .   

Next week, we will look at what Christ has to say about tithing.  Also, we will talk about what tithing 
is NOT.  I want to address the reasons you might have for not tithing.  Most important, I want to talk 
about intimacy with God, and what tithing brings to our relationship with God. 


