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“The Source of Righteousness” / Romans 10:5-15 / Matthew 14:22-33  

If you were here last week, you will recall we read from Romans, chapter 9, about Paul’s sorrow 
and struggle over the issue of his Jewish brothers and sisters rejecting Jesus as Messiah.  Paul 
was in such despair over this issue, he actually offered to be cut off from God so they might be 
saved.  We also confirmed, thru the life, death, and resurrection of Christ that such a thing cannot 
happen to us.  This was affirmed thru the celebration of the Sacrament of Communion.    

This week, Paul continues in his writing about the nation of Israel – let’s pick up at Chapter 10.  
We are beginning at verse 1, instead of verse 5 as it says in the bulletin.     

Romans 10:1-15: Brothers and sisters, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they 
may be saved.  2 I can testify that they have a zeal for God, but it is not enlightened.  3 For, being 
ignorant of the righteousness that comes from God, and seeking to establish their own, they have 
not submitted to God's righteousness.  4 For Christ is the end of the law so that there may be 
righteousness for everyone who believes.  5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that 
comes from the law, that "the person who does these things will live by them."  6 But the 
righteousness that comes from faith says, "Do not say in your heart, 'Who will ascend into 
heaven?'" (that is, to bring Christ down)  7 "or 'Who will descend into the abyss?'" (that is, to 
bring Christ up from the dead).  8 But what does it say? "The word is near you, on your lips and 
in your heart" (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9 because if you confess with your lips 
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  
10 For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is 
saved.  11 The scripture says, "No one who believes in him will be put to shame."  12 For there is 
no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who 
call on him.  13 For, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved."  14 But how are 
they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom 
they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him?  15 And how 
are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of 
those who bring good news!"  

Let me ask you something – are you religious?  This was an extra-credit question on my Church 
History I final exam – “Are you religious?”  I don’t need to see a show of hands.  Yes? No?   My 
friends, strictly speaking, I am not religious!  Religion is humanity reaching up to God.  
Remember my friends, in and thru the grace of Christ, God reaches down to us.    

What happened to the nation of Israel, and what often happens to us, is that we imagine, we 
believe, we strive, we work, all under the mistaken notion that we must do something to earn, or 
even deserve, God’s righteousness.   

Look again at the first three verses: Brothers and sisters, my heart's desire and prayer to God for 
them is that they may be saved.  2 I can testify that they have a zeal for God, but it is not 
enlightened.  3 For, being ignorant of the righteousness that comes from God, and seeking to 
establish their own, they have not submitted to God's righteousness.  
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Paul himself knew all about zeal – he was one zealous guy!  When God knocked him down on 
the Damascus road, he was in the middle of doing his religious thing, persecuting these new 
Christians.    

I asked if anyone was religious.  Let me ask something else.  Would you say you are righteous?  
According to an online dictionary, to be righteous is to be morally upright; without guilt or sin.  
Without a show of hands, can anyone here say they are morally upright, or without guilt or sin?  
I thought so.   And yet in verse 4, Paul declares, “For Christ is the end of the law so that there 
may be righteousness for everyone who believes.”    

Wow!  Scripture, God’s Word, declares that we ARE righteous!  Where does our righteousness 
come from?  What is the source of our righteousness?  Is it because we have been to Sunday 
school for 50 years?  Is it because we tithe?  Does that mean if we give 11 or 12 percent, we will 
be that much more righteous?  Is it because we read Our Daily Bread or Upper Room each day?    

Where does our righteousness come from?   Look at verses 9-13: because if you confess with 
your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will 
be saved.  10 For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth 
and so is saved.  11 The scripture says, "No one who believes in him will be put to shame."  12 For 
there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all 
who call on him.  13 For, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved."  

The source of our righteousness is Christ.  We can do nothing, we have done nothing, to deserve 
or earn this righteousness.  Forget about it. Christ is the source of our righteousness.    

Let’s finish, verses 14-15: 

 

You cannot call on God unless you believe in him 

 

You cannot believe in him unless you hear about him 

 

You cannot hear about him unless there is someone to proclaim the good news 

 

There is no one to proclaim the good news unless God commissions and dispatches 
someone to do so  

My friends, in our hardworking, stubborn, pull-ourselves-up-by-our-bootstraps culture, we think 
we can work or earn our way into heaven.  We cannot – Paul has just said as much, and of 
course, Jesus said as much as well.  John 14:6: "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me.  We can struggle all our lives, and fortunately for us, 
God reaches down to us, thru Christ, to make us righteous.  God is the source of our 
righteousness.    

Let’s move on – when you think of someone in Scripture who was stubborn, impulsive, and 
determined to do things on his own, besides Paul, who comes to mind?  That’s right, Peter!  
Let’s turn to our second reading for today, from the gospel of Matthew.  For reference, Jesus has 
just fed the 5,000.  John adds some more detail to the account.     John 6:14-15:  When the people 
saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, "This is indeed the prophet who is to come into 
the world."  15 When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make 
him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 
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Let’s pick up the story as told by Matthew:   

Matthew 14:22-36:  Immediately [Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to 
the other side, while he dismissed the crowds.  23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went 
up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone,  24 but by this time 
the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them.  25 And 
early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea.  26 But when the disciples saw him 
walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, "It is a ghost!" And they cried out in fear.  27 But 
immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, "Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid."  28 Peter 
answered him, "Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water."  29 He said, 
"Come." So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus.  30 

But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, 
"Lord, save me!"  31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, 
"You of little faith, why did you doubt?"  32 When they got into the boat, the wind ceased.  33 And 
those in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God."   

Naturally, I want to say a few things about this passage.  First, God controls the timing.  In other 
translations, it says Jesus compelled his disciples to get into the boat.  Jesus’ time had not yet 
come – he was not ready to have folks declare him king, or a prophet, or even the Messiah.    

How many of us have been frustrated because God’s timing is not ours?  I can tell you, I have 
had to be patient since April 1 – I came in here, expecting to have the Holy Spirit course thru me, 
as I diagnosed everything at this church, and FIXED it!  I should have been done by now!  Well, 
as you might expect, God has other ideas.  God’s timing is always perfect, and God will 
transform this great community in his own time, not ours, not even mine.  Let us be patient, and 
let God do the work.  Remember from Romans?  God is the source of our righteousness!  And 
God is the source of all good timing as well.    

Second, Jesus goes off by himself to pray.  Gosh, the Messiah, God himself, fully human, fully 
divine, needs quiet time!  He needs time to be in communion with his Father! How many of us 
find ourselves too busy to pray?  Jesus found time, how about us?  These days, we need to be in 
prayer, especially for our church.  We are in an important time of transition, and I would 
encourage, even beg everyone to pray daily for our leaders (AND FOR THE PASTOR.) We all 
want what’s best for Calvin, and the only way we can discern what that is, is to be praying 
continuously.    

If I may make a parenthetical statement here – I said we all want what’s best for Calvin.  
However, it might just happen that what we think is best for Calvin is not necessarily what God 
thinks is best for Calvin.  Imagine that!  That’s the reason we need to be in prayer, and in 
conversation with each other as we move thru this Interim process.  God has great things in store 
for this great church – that is the reason I am so enthusiastic and hopeful.   I genuinely believe 
this church will be transformed into what God wants her to be.  Let’s just be sure that we do 
what God wants, not what we want.    
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Let’s continue.  Our reading this morning says “when evening came,” but it’s actually what is 
called “the fourth watch,” which is between 3:00-6:00 AM. So they are doing what Jesus tells 
them, they are rowing across to the other side.  A huge storm comes up, and they are struggling 
against the waves.      

Next point – even though the disciples are doing what Jesus has commanded, they still ran into 
trouble.  In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus says, “For [God] makes his sun rise on the evil and 
on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. Just because we might be 
doing what God is telling us, doesn’t mean we won’t run into trouble!  I just spoke about us 
needing to be certain we do what God wants us to do here at Calvin, but there is someone out 
there, Satan, who wants us to do exactly the opposite.    

And to their amazement, Jesus comes walking towards them on the water!    

I happen to believe that Jesus was actually walking on the water.  Some liberal, enlightened 
scholars suggest that maybe Jesus knew where the stepping stones were, and he was walking on 
them.  Or maybe the disciples got blown off course, and were near the shore, and Jesus was just 
wading in the shallow water.  Sorry folks, this is God we are talking about.  The disciples are 
struggling against the waves, and they see a ghost!  Naturally, they are terrified.  And what does 
Jesus say? COURAGE!   

In the Greek, the verb “Courage!” is a 2nd person plural present active imperative.  It’s almost 
like he is saying, “CHILL!”  Calm down!  Somehow, in the King James, “Be of good cheer” 
doesn’t quite capture it.  COURAGE!  Next, he says ego eimi.  It is I!  This is almost the same 
thing God says to Moses.  Jesus doesn’t need to say anything else to calm us down.  COURAGE! 
I AM!  DON’T BE AFRAID.    

And what does Peter say? “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.”  Notice 
he does not say, “Lord, if you can, make me able to walk on the water.”  Peter realizes the only 
way he will be able to walk on the water is if Jesus commands him.  How many of us have ever 
been commanded by God to do something, and have realized we have no other choice?  
Speaking personally, when God called me to pastoral ministry, I had no choice.  And, I was 
compelled, commanded to do nothing else.    

So Jesus commands Peter.  Once again, it’s an imperative verb.  So Peter got out of the boat, 
started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus.    

Wow.  Look at what great things we can accomplish with Christ at our command!  I have heard 
some folks say, “God is my co-pilot.”  That means I am in the left seat, and God is in the right 
seat!  Sorry folks, God is not our co-pilot.  God is at the controls, and we are in the back of the 
plane, hanging on.  Peter was able to do the impossible because God commanded him.    

How many of us are terrified of doing what we might think is impossible?  In spite of some 
strong wind, how many of us would rather remain in the relative safety of the boat? How many 
of us are willing to ask God to command us to move out of our comfort zone?  How many of us 
will be willing to step out of the boat?   
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My friends, we are on the edge of a great opportunity here at 1177 Ohio Pike.  Here comes Jesus, 
walking thru the storm.  Even if we don’t recognize him, he will still announce, COURAGE!  I 
AM! DON’T BE AFRAID! We must see Christ – we must be willing to hear and respond to his 
command.  And regardless of what he commands us, we must be willing to step out.      

Of course, we all know how the story ends.  We know, like Peter, if we notice the strong winds 
around us, Jesus will save us!  Are we going to struggle against the wind, AND will we be 
willing to cry out, “Lord, save me!”    

Let’s look at the narrative again.  Does this teach us that we can do great things, or does it teach 
us that we cannot continue to do great things without Jesus?  The answer is YES.  Sooner or 
later, we will disbelieve and we will sink.  This story teaches us both – we can and we cannot.   
The idea that we can comes only at the powerful command of Jesus.    

Notice also that Peter did not ask Jesus for a promise – he did not say, “Lord, promise me I won’t 
sink!”  Peter asked only for the command for Jesus – he stepped out in faith.    

Either way, my brothers and sisters, God has us covered.  To those who believe, Jesus gives a 
share of his amazing power – to those of us who doubt,  to those of us who find ourselves 
sinking, Jesus stretches out his helping hand.  

One final thing:  Peter cries out, “Lord, save me!”  Jesus immediately reached out his hand and 
caught him, saying to him, "You of little faith, why did you doubt?"  Did you notice that Jesus 
saves before he scolds?  Isn’t that comforting?  How many of us think it’s necessary for us to 
admonish someone else, pointing out how right we were, before we extend a hand?    

My friends, are we ready to step out in faith?  Are we ready to ask Jesus to command us to do 
something, even though it doesn’t fit our view of things, or our logic?  Even though our 
spreadsheets say it’s impossible?  We are all in this boat together – some of us are somewhat 
terrified of what is happening, or what might happen.    

Wow! What a storm!  Try and keep up!  Stay afloat!  Why did God let this happen?   

Here comes Jesus!  

Terrified?  Do we recognize him?  

CALM DOWN!  IT’S ME!  DON’T BE AFRAID!      

Jesus, if it’s you, command me to…  


