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“Do We Really Have Any Idea?” / Ephesians 3:14-21  

As you know, I have three Sundays left here at Calvin. I will be using the Lectionary this week and 
next, but my last week here, I have selected the text myself. God has given me three very important 
messages to deliver to Calvin Church these next three Sundays:  

 
This week, God speaks to us as individuals and as a community 

 

Next week, God addresses the unity of the Church 

 

The final week, I want to say a few words about my ministry to you, Calvin’s past, and 
Calvin’s future  

Let’s get to our passage this morning, a most phenomenal passage: Ephesians 3:14-21: For this reason 
I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its name.  
16 I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your 
inner being with power through his Spirit,  17 and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as 
you are being rooted and grounded in love.  18 I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with 
all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth,  19 and to know the love of Christ 
that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.  20 Now to him who by 
the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine,  
21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.  

Paul is praying for the church – a prayer for enablement. It is one thing to know about God’s power; 
the second is to use it!   

Paul prays for: 

 

The inner strength of the Spirit 

 

The indwelling of Christ in the believer’s heart 

 

For incomprehensible love to permeate our lives 

 

To have God’s own fullness 

 

For God’s glory to be manifested and proclaimed  

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father…  
   
I have joked before that I pray in bullets: “God, I’d like you to consider the following issues…” 
If we look to Matthew 6, when Jesus gives us the Lord’s Prayer, we will see that HALF of the words 
are adoration and submission to God – all this BEFORE we get to our list of demands, which God 
knows already! This is not a technical suggestion on our posture or position; Paul is reminding us to be 
submissive, solemn, and adoring before God.  

Paul is on his knees, praying – and what does he pray for?    

Verses 16-17: I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be 
strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love.   
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There is no limit, no limit to the resources from which God can supply our needs.   

QUOTE: “Our prayers should not be based on the poverty of our attainment, but on the infinite riches 
of God.” Again, how do we approach God in our prayers? Is the basis of our prayer life about what we 
don’t have, or what God has? We all stand convicted by Paul’s words.   

And if we really, really get down to it, what is most important? Setting all else aside, God wants, thru 
the power of his Spirit, our inner being to be strengthened. If Christ dwells in our hearts, what more 
can we want?    

Paul’s next petition for the Church, and for us, verses 18-19: I pray that you may have the power to 
comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the 
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.  

Paul is not just praying for the particular church at Ephesus, but all the saints – that includes us, folks!  

QUOTE: The apostle is simply telling us that the love of Christ, exemplified in his magnanimity to the 
Gentiles, is too large to be confined by any geometrical measurements. It is wide enough to reach the 
whole world and beyond. It is long enough to stretch from eternity to eternity. It is high enough to raise 
both Gentiles and Jews to heavenly places in Christ Jesus. It is deep enough to rescue people from sin's 
degradation and even from the grip of Satan himself. The love of Christ is the love he has for the 
church as a united body and for those who trust in him as individuals.   

Paul is praying that we will come to know something that is essentially unknowable. I heard a quote 
years ago: “Don’t confuse your experience of God with the God you experience." Our experience of 
God does not even compare to the God we experience. Remember, we are just the pots, and God is the 
potter. Sometimes we will attempt to describe God, or we will claim to know God. We have no idea 
how infinite the love of God is…  

“…and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the 
fullness of God.”  

One commentator writes, “Even the communicable attributes of God are not communicable in the 
measure in which they exist in God.” If we were to spend the remainder of our days describing the love 
of God, we would never be able to match the actual amount. The love of Christ surpasses all 
knowledge, even those of us who think we get it!  

Before we finish, let’s review: 

 

Let us pray to our Father in heaven with boldness, but let our approach be framed with 
submission, solemnity, and adoration 

 

Let us pray that our prayers be based not on our poverty, but on the riches and grace of God 

 

Let us pray we are strengthened in our inner beings with power thru the Holy Spirit 

 

Let us pray that Christ may dwell in our hearts thru faith 

 

Let us pray that we may have the power to comprehend the breadth, length, height, and depth 
of the love of Christ for us 

 

Let us pray that we may come to know the love of Christ, a love that surpasses all knowledge 
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Let us pray that we may be filled with the fullness of God   

Do I hear an AMEN?    

And now, we come to Paul’s own “Amen” – it is what scholars call a Doxology – this from the Greek 
meaning “words of praise” or “glory” verses 20-21: Now to him who by the power at work within us is 
able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.  

As your pastor, I love you –I only wish I could be as articulate as Paul was in this letter. On the other 
hand, I know in my heart that my ministry here has had eternal consequences. What Paul wishes for 
the church at Ephesus, I wish for Calvin.   

By the power of God, you will be able to accomplish far more than you can ask or imagine  

Let me give you a brief example – I remember holding my son David for the first time. I was raised in 
a loving home, but I had no idea my parents loved me that much – I could not believe it!  

My friends, do we really have any idea how much God loves us?  

Do we really have any idea what Jesus Christ did on our behalf?  

Do we really have any idea what God has in store for each one of us?  

Do we really have any idea what God has in store for Calvin Church?  

My friends, stand firm in the knowledge and fullness of Christ, as you are rooted and grounded in love.   

My friends, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever.   

Amen. 


