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“Third Person Perfect” / John 16:5-15  

John 16:5-15: But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, 'Where are you 
going?'  6 But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts.  7 Nevertheless I 
tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not 
come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.  8 And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong 
about sin and righteousness and judgment:  9 about sin, because they do not believe in me;  10 about 
righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer;  11 about judgment, 
because the ruler of this world has been condemned.  12 "I still have many things to say to you, but you 
cannot bear them now.  13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he 
will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that 
are to come.  14 He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you.  15 All that 
the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.  

Today is Trinity Sunday – it is always celebrated the Sunday after Pentecost. The church has been 
celebrating Trinity Sunday since the 14th Century.  We celebrate Trinity Sunday because God is what 
we call Triune. The word “Trinity” does not appear in the Bible, but we believe and declare that God is 
one, yet God is three. We know God as God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.   

How can we describe the Triune God?  I realize we are using finite language to describe an infinite 
being, but let’s try.  For example, look at water, also known as H2O. Water can be a liquid, a solid, or a 
gas, but it’s still water!   

Another example is me – I am a father, a son, and a brother. I am still the same person, my DNA has 
not changed, yet I am different, depending upon the role I play. When I am with my two older sisters, I 
become their baby brother again.   

We can look at God that way too. Through history, God has revealed himself, and has interacted with 
us, in various ways. From this, we have identified and named the three persons of the Godhead. But the 
important thing is this – God is one, yet God is three. All three persons are equal – none is better, 
higher, earlier, or later than the other two.   

Let’s look at Genesis 1:26: Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our 
likeness…” The us in this passage is not the “royal we,” nor is it some sort of heavenly committee. 
Again, the word for God is plural – it is God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. We 
know that Jesus is there at the beginning – we hear this as well in the opening words of John’s gospel, 
“In the beginning was the Word…”  

I want to spend the rest of our brief time this morning on the Third person of the Trinity, the Holy 
Spirit. As we saw earlier, the Holy Spirit has been there since the beginning, along with God the Father 
and God the Son. The big difference between the Old and New Testaments is the presence of the Holy 
Spirit. The Spirit is active in the Old Testament, but he comes and goes! After Pentecost, which we 
celebrated last week, the Spirit is here to stay.   

Verse 7: Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, 
the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.  
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Jesus is at the end of his earthly, human ministry. But being a man, he was limited by space and time. 
There are a few episodes in the gospels where he suddenly slips away from those trying to attack him, 
but he could only be in one place at one time. We know that his power could be exhibited elsewhere, 
like with the healing of the Centurion’s servant, but he could only be in one place at one time.   

During his ministry, Jesus was the center of attention. But the real work was about to begin for his 
disciples, and for us. If he didn’t return to heaven, the disciples would continue to look to him for 
everything. Jesus needed to return to his glory, and the Holy Spirit needed to come to us!  

Jesus needed to send the Advocate to us – that’s the Holy Spirit!  

As we have said, the Holy Spirit is a distinct person with a distinct personality: 

 

He descended on Jesus Christ at his baptism (Mark 1:10) 

 

He drove Christ into the wilderness (Mark 1:12) 

 

He was sent from the Father in Christ’s name (John 14:26, 15:26) 

 

He has intellect and understanding (1 Corinthians 2:10-13) 

 

He has a mind (Romans 8:27; Acts 15:28) 

 

He has sensibility (Isaiah 63:10; Ephesians 4:30) 

 

He has a will (I Corinthians 12:11)  

 

He speaks (Acts 8:29, 13:2; I Timothy 4:1) 

 

He teaches (John 14:26) 

 

He dwells with believers (John 14:16-17) 

 

He will fill believers (Acts 2:4; Ephesians 5:18) 

 

He will lead believers (Galatians 5:18)   

There are still other examples:  

 

He intercedes – in Romans, Paul tells us the Spirit intercedes for us  

 

He commands – later in Acts, Paul and his companions are prevented from entering a particular 
territory 

 

He can be insulted – in Hebrews, we are told of the penalties for insulting the Spirit of grace  

Verses 8-11: And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and 
judgment:  9 about sin, because they do not believe in me; 10 about righteousness, because I am going to 
the Father and you will see me no longer;  11 about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been 
condemned.    

How many of us have been sitting in church, or reading the Bible, or discussing things with a friend, 
when suddenly, “OUCH!”  God speaks to us! This is the Holy Spirit at work, convicting us of our sin. 
Years ago, a member of a church I knew brought her daughter to church – after my sermon, the 
daughter turned to her mother and said, “You told him all about me, didn’t you?”  

The Greek word means either to convict outright, or to present such a convincing argument we have no 
choice to find ourselves guilty. And how do we respond to this, this being convicted?  Do we argue? 
Do we make excuses? Do we come up with some sort of cognitive response?   
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My friends, God loves us, God convicts us because he loves us, then God forgives us. Our only choice 
is to approach the infinite, loving God with humility.   

“About righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer…” The 
disciples didn’t know it, but Jesus would be executed the next day. Their world would come to an end.  
But the righteousness of God would be revealed three days later with the Resurrection. Righteousness 
would prevail, and the ruler of the world, Satan, would stand condemned.   

Let’s finish our passage: "I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.  13 

When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, 
but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come.  14 He will 
glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you.  15 All that the Father has is mine. 
For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.  

Jesus had spent three years with the disciples, and he told them many things. He had more to say, but 
they would not have been able to handle it. Instead, he sends the Holy Spirit, the Advocate, the 
Counselor, the One-who-walks-alongside, to give us the truth in doses we can handle. God, the Holy 
Spirit, knows how much we can handle. This is the reason we need to spend our entire lives studying 
God’s Word, so we are ready to receive whatever he wants go give us. We won’t get it all in one 
sitting.   

Finally, what will the Spirit do?  He will glorify Christ. The work of the Spirit is not for our benefit, or 
for our convenience – it is to bring glory to Christ. All scripture, all revelation, all discussion, all truth, 
all witness, everything we do, is to bring glory to Christ. The Spirit takes the truth from Jesus, and he 
gives it to us. And what are we to do with it?  Bring glory to Christ!  

My friends, do you have the Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the Trinity, God himself, in you?  

Not sure?  

Want to reconfirm what you might have proclaimed years ago?  

He is ready and anxious to enter you this very day  


