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“Making Our Joy Complete” / John 15:9-17  

Jesus and his disciples have left the Upper Room, and they are on their way to Gethsemane, where 
Jesus will be arrested. Last week, we looked at Jesus allegory of the vine and the branches. This week, 
Jesus has some wonderful things to say about love, joy, friendship, and (again) bearing fruit.  

John 15:9-17: As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love.  10 If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide 
in his love.  11 I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 
complete.  12 "This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.  13 No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one's life for one's friends.  14 You are my friends if you do what I 
command you.  15 I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the 
master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I 
have heard from my Father.  16 You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and 
bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name.  17 I 
am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.    

As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you.  This is obvious, right? Of course God loves us – 
we’re nice people, right? Let’s think about this for a minute: Now it’s obvious that God the Father 
would love God the Son. But what about the fact (he just said it) that Jesus loves us in the same way!  

There are many here this morning who remember the first time they heard the words, “I love you.”  
Maybe it was from a parent, a grandparent, or even more amazing, someone whom you loved as well.  
It was probably some of the most wonderful news we had ever heard. WOW! This person loves me!  
As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you. Hang onto this thought for a minute – we will be 
coming back to this.   

A abide in my love.  If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father's commandments and abide in his love.   

Here we are again, with that word “abide” – we have seen this word several times in the past few 
weeks. It means to live in, to remain. Jesus is telling us to live in, to remain, to rest in his love. To me, 
these are some most amazing words. When we think of Jesus abiding in his Father’s love, we cannot 
comprehend the infinite and eternal nature of that relationship. And yet, this is what Jesus wants for us! 
Why would we NOT be willing to keep his commandments?  

And let us be reminded – Jesus’ words do not come from a conditional love. He is not saying that we 
will abide in his love IF and ONLY IF we keep his commandments. He is saying that, by abiding in his 
love, obedience will come out of that abiding!  

I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.  How 
are we feeling this morning?  Joyful? JOYFUL: Etymology: Middle English, late 13th century, from 
Anglo-French joie, from Latin gaudia, plural of gaudium, from gaudere to rejoice; probably akin to 
Greek gethein to rejoice  
1a: the emotion evoked by well-being, success, or good fortune or by the prospect of possessing what 
one desires : DELIGHT

  

1b: the expression or exhibition of such emotion : GAIETY

 

2: a state of happiness or felicity : BLISS
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3: a source or cause of delight  

What impression do folks get when they see us in worship? Are we joyful? Remember, Jesus was 
enroute to the Garden, about to die! And yet, he was joyful! Jesus wants our lives to be spontaneous 
and joyful, instead of burdensome and boring.   

"This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.  13 No one has greater love 
than this, to lay down one's life for one's friends.  14 You are my friends if you do what I command you.  
15 I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; 
but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my 
Father.  16 You did not choose me but I chose you.  

I want to spend some time on the idea of Jesus calling us friends. First, the only person in Scripture 
called a “friend of God” is Abraham. The reference can be found in 2 Chronicles, Isaiah, and James 
And here Jesus is, calling us his friend!   

Now, this is important – speaking of us, were we friends of Jesus when he died for us? First, look at 
the disciples – did they hang around? What about the Gentiles? There were some women who stayed, 
but Jesus was pretty much alone, wasn’t he? Where were his so-called friends? And yet, Jesus still died 
for us!   

Listen to Romans 5:6-8: For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  7 

Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person-- though perhaps for a good person someone 
might actually dare to die.  8 But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ 
died for us.  

We sit here, almost 2,000 years after his death, glad to bask in the fact that we are friends of Jesus!  
Thanks be to God! My brothers and sisters, we WERE NOT his friends when he died. “For while we 
were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.”  Before we get all excited about our 
friendship with Christ, let us be reminded and convicted of this cold hard fact – Christ died for the 
ungodly…WE become friends of Jesus, only because of what Jesus did, not because of our action.  

Let’s look at it another way: for all you parents out there, or anyone who has been an adult mentor to a 
child – how many times has your child brought home a “friend” you don’t really like? Or, did you ever 
bring a “friend” home whom your parents were not too crazy about? What do you do? I remember I 
had to actually stop seeing a friend when I was very young, because his parents were not that nice… 
My mom and dad were worried about me hanging around this family.   

So, imagine Jesus taking us home to meet his Father. “Hey, Dad, I’d like you to meet my friend Jim!” 
Of course, God the Father is polite – he offers us something to eat, and so on. Later, imagine he says to 
Jesus, “Son, what type of behavior does this young man engage in?” What if Jesus had quoted Paul, as 
we read in Galatians 5:19-21: Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, 
licentiousness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions,  21 

envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. (But dad, he really is a nice person…)   

Think about it – if you were God, would you really choose you as a friend? Are we worthy to even be 
invited home to meet Jesus’ Father? Who do you think is getting the better part of the deal in this 
relationship?  RIGHT!  
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“…I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my 
Father. You did not choose me but I chose you.”  

God chooses us; God comes down from heaven and becomes one of us; God dies for us; God calls us 
his friend.   

No one has greater love than this, to lay down one's life for one's friends.  Again, here we sit, knowing 
what Jesus did, and he did not have to do it! What if Jesus had not died for us? Where would we be? 
My brothers and sisters, it’s obvious that we are responding to the gracious sacrifice of God himself 
We were enemies, not friends, and he still died for us!  

And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever 
you ask him in my name.  17 I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.  

Once again, Jesus wants us to bear fruit, fruit that will last. I want to talk a few minutes about the latest 
Presbytery meeting this past week. The General Presbyter from San Diego spoke about the Missional 
Church. The Missional Church is not really about mission, but it is.   

The question that needs to be asked, as you approach the calling of your next pastor is, “Who are we 
today, and what ministry of the Holy Spirit is God calling us to here in Pierce Township?” Our 
MISSON is not about us; it is not about being a family; it is not about the fellowship; it is about 
proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ to the community, and to the world.   

The presenter gave a wonderful analogy of the church: are we simply on a cruise ship, spending all our 
time at a buffet? Or should we see ourselves as an aircraft carrier?  

The fruit we bear should not have a shelf life until each one of us dies. Calvin has been here for over 
fifty years – is the fruit getting a bit stale? Or are we on the verge of producing fruit that will last 
another 50, 100, even 200 years? It is not about us – it is about Christ.   

This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.  Do we love one another? 
Would we lay down our lives for one another? Are we willing to do so much that the fruit we bear will 
last forever?  Or are we simply in the buffet line called Christianity?  

Look at who we are, and look at who Jesus is, and consider, perhaps for the rest of your life, what he 
has done for us. Will you give your life for me? Will you give your life for the person in the pew next 
to you? Will you give your life for Calvin Church? Not so our membership increases, but so others 
might become friends of Jesus.   

My friends, will you give your life to Christ?   


