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“Illuminating our Hearts” / Mark 9:2-9  

Here we are, almost 2,000 years after the Resurrection.  We are the beneficiaries of 2,000 years of 
witness about Christ; we know about Jesus’ life and ministry; we know about his betrayal, his arrest, 
his unfair trial, and his execution; we also know about his Resurrection, and his appearances; we know 
about his Ascension, and his promise to return.  

Just before our passage for today, Peter has just confessed Jesus as Messiah. Jesus tells them not to say 
anything.  Next, he tells them he will “undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief 
priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.  Peter takes Jesus aside and 
begins to rebuke him.  But Jesus turns and looks at his disciples, and rebukes Peter, saying, “Get 
behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”    

Jesus has a few more things to say about discipleship, then we come across one of the most amazing 
events in all of history – the Transfiguration  

Mark 9:2-9: Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them,  3 and his clothes became 
dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them.  4 And there appeared to them Elijah with 
Moses, who were talking with Jesus.  5 Then Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let 
us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah."  6 He did not know what to 
say, for they were terrified.  7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a 
voice, "This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!"  8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no 
one with them any more, but only Jesus.  9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them 
to tell no one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.  

Can we even imagine what this must have been like?  

And [Jesus] was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on 
earth could bleach them. The Greek words means “to be changed in form, to be transformed.” It’s 
where we get our word metamorphosis.  His clothes become dazzling white – the Greek is the same 
word to describe the golden glare of sunlight.    

Truly, this is an awesome event.  Again, imagine that you have been living and working with Jesus for 
about three years. You have seen the miracles; you have seen him cast out demons; you have seen him 
heal folks; you have heard the parables.  Peter has just confessed him as Messiah, but then Jesus tells 
you he must be handed over to the authorities and killed.  And not only that, he calls himself the Son of 
Man!  

About a week later, you are asked to go up on a mountain with him, and what happens? He begins to 
shine like the sun!  His clothes too!   

How many are still standing?    

Then Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, 
one for Moses, and one for Elijah." He did not know what to say, for they were terrified.  At least Mark 
gives Peter the benefit of the doubt – he tells us they were terrified.  Again my friends, if this was 
fiction, do you think Peter, the future leader of the Jerusalem Church, would have said this? 
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Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, "This is my Son, the 
Beloved; listen to him!" Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but 
only Jesus.    

Let us recall the importance of clouds in Jewish history and theology:  

 
In the OT, the presence of God is associated with a cloud 

 
In the wilderness, the cloud of God leads the Israelites by day 

 

Moses meets God in the cloud on Mt. Sinai  

 

God comes to the Tabernacle in a cloud  

 

The cloud fills the Temple after Solomon dedicates it 

 

It was the dream of the Jew that God would come again in a cloud 

 

Mt. 25 – Jesus speaks of “coming on the clouds of heaven”  

“…and from the cloud there came a voice, "This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” What do we 
think of this? Remember, only few days ago, we have been told for the first time, by Jesus himself, that 
he would be turned over to the authorities and be killed. Gee, that’s not my kind of Messiah, is it? 
Again, put yourself in the place of these three men.  Killed?  Absolutely not! 
As we are told, they were terrified – and out of the cloud comes a voice: “This is my Son, the Beloved; 
listen to him!”  Maybe God is saying, “I know what you are thinking, the kind of Messiah you are 
expecting is not supposed to be killed.”  “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!”   

How many of us are, by this time, absolutely stupefied, rendered speechless?  

Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. As they were 
coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until after the 
Son of Man had risen from the dead.  Here we have another instance of what has been called “the 
Messianic Secret.” We know that Jesus has told his followers, and those whom he has healed, not to 
tell anyone – we noted this just last week with the leper.   

Why not tell everyone what we have seen? He and his clothes were like the sun! Not only that, he was 
talking to Moses and Elijah! And out of this cloud came a voice, and it was God!  

Again, let’s go back 2,000 years, and imagine you have just seen this event, before your very eyes. If 
we are honest, this is the Messiah we have been looking for, right? This guy shines like the sun! He 
speaks with Moses and Elijah! God calls him his Son! That’s the Messiah for me, right?    

NO – NO – NO – until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.  

And what had to take place before this Son of Man would rise from the dead? He had to die for the sins 
of the whole world! God had to give his only Son, and why? “For God so loved the world that he gave 
his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, 
God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him.”  

OF COURSE we know that Jesus is God, and we know that he is sitting on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty.  We know he shines like the sun! We know he will come again on the clouds of 
heaven! But why is this so great for us? Because of the account of the Transfiguration? Yes, but not 
really… 
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Jesus told these three terrified men not to say anything until after the Resurrection; THEN the true 
meaning of his earthly glory would become clear to them…   

But only in the context of the Cross. My friends, only in the context of the cross, does any of this 
become truly glorious. Only because of the suffering and excruciating death of God himself, the 
Beloved Son (as he was called) does this become truly awesome. Only when Jesus cries out, “My God, 
my God, why have you forsaken me”? does this phenomenal event truly have any meaning.   

Only because of the cross do we have any reason to live at all.   

QUOTE: “The Transfiguration is a revelation of the glory of the Son of God, a glory now hidden but to 
be manifested completely and openly at the end of the age, when the Son of Man will come in the 
glory of his Father to render judgment on the world.”   

Some final questions: Did Jesus “transfigure” himself? Did he make himself shine like the sun? Was it 
Jesus’ voice that came out of the cloud? After his death, after he was buried in the tomb three days, 
who raised him from the dead? That’s right, his Father.   

My friends, how do you suppose we came to Christ? Did we reach to heaven and touch God? No, God 
reached down to us and saved us.   

Have you been given the gospel, the Good News? Just as he transfigured his Son, has God transformed 
you? Have you changed? Have you accepted the promise of eternal life?  

My brothers and sisters, if there is anyone here this morning who has not been transformed by Christ, I 
invite you…  


