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“Order in the Middle of Chaos” / Mark 1: 29-39  

Last week we read about Jesus beginning his public ministry, and he did so in a dramatic fashion. He 
entered the synagogue in Capernaum, and preached and taught with a new kind of authority. Folks 
were amazed with his teaching, but they were even more amazed with his actions. Jesus was 
confronted with a man possessed with an unclean spirit. After rebuking the spirit, it came out of the 
man with a shriek. The folks were astonished!  

This is where we pick up our reading for this morning:   

Mark 1:28-39: As soon as they left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with 
James and John.  30 Now Simon's mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him about her at 
once.  31 He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she began to 
serve them.  32 That evening, at sundown, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with 
demons.  33 And the whole city was gathered around the door.  34 And he cured many who were sick 
with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak, 
because they knew him.  35 In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a 
deserted place, and there he prayed.  36 And Simon and his companions hunted for him.  37 When they 
found him, they said to him, "Everyone is searching for you."  38 He answered, "Let us go on to the 
neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to do."  39 

And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out demons.  

Again, we can only imagine the hubbub that was created at the synagogue – there was amazing 
teaching, and an exorcism! Folks must have been frantic!  

And what does Jesus do in response to this possible chaos?  Right after they leave the synagogue, they 
go to Peter and Andrew’s house. Jesus is possibly being pulled in different directions, and what does 
he do?  He goes to a friend’s house.  

This account appears in all three synoptic gospels – Mathew’s account is especially moving. We just 
read that Jesus’ followers told him about Peter’s mother-in-law. In Matthew, there is no intercession – 
Jesus acts on his own.   

I need to tell a story here – I knew a pastor in Indianapolis whose first funeral out of Seminary was a 
suicide. He used this passage for his message.   

And what is the message?  Peter’s mother-in-law was lying there; she did not ask for Jesus to come to 
her; Jesus did not ask if she believed if he could heal her; Peter and his family were not asked if they 
believed Jesus could heal her.   

My friends, this was unsolicited grace and mercy. Jesus reached out to this sick woman, and healed 
her! And what about the message from my pastor at this funeral? My friends, sometimes God reaches 
out to us when we don’t even ask.   

And what about this unsolicited grace?  What about God reaching down to us when we don’t even ask? 
Have we ever thought about how many times in our lives God has reached down to us in his mercy and 
we didn’t even know it? Do we think that the only time God can be active is when we (or someone 
else) initiate the process?  We would be in deep trouble if God’s grace were dependant upon us starting 
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things, wouldn’t we?  

Look at what else is happening here. In the synagogue, Jesus did a very public thing. In Peter’s home, 
it was very private. In the synagogue, his authority and power were on display, for all to see. In Jesus’ 
day, there were many exorcists and magicians – they usually demanded an audience for the full effect. 
Jesus, God himself, needed no such thing. In the privacy of a home, he still exercised power and 
authority, but it was very intimate. Have you ever experienced private grace?  A private touch?  The 
hand of God touching you?  

Then the fever left her, and she got up and served them. Does it say she worked hard at serving them, 
and maybe she would feel better? Was her healing a result of her work? No, Jesus touches her, the 
fever leaves her, and she gets up and serves. What does this tell us? We need to be touched FIRST 
before we can go serve others!  

Back to the chaos in the town: 32 That evening, at sundown, they brought to him all who were sick or 
possessed with demons.  33 And the whole city was gathered around the door.  34 And he cured many 
who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons 
to speak, because they knew him.    

Why do you suppose people waited until sundown?  It was the Sabbath.  Remember last week?  It was 
the Sabbath, and Jesus entered the synagogue. He left there and went to Peter’s house. Jews were not 
permitted to carry any burdens on the Sabbath. This probably meant they could not carry their disabled 
friends and family members.   

And the whole city was gathered at the door!  Archeologists believe Capernaum could have been as 
large as 1,500 residents. Imagine the chaos! Does Jesus take a break? No, he probably waded out into 
the throng and as it says, “cured many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many 
demons.”  

Let us ask ourselves something: I often like to imagine myself being alive during the time of Jesus. 
There is one account where the crowds are so fierce, Jesus climbs into a boat and moves a bit off shore 
to speak. What if we are on the shore?  What are we thinking? Why are we attracted to this guy from 
Nazareth? And if we are living in Capernaum, why do flock to Peter’s house?  

Jesus would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him – this has been called “the 
messianic secret.” What about this?   

There are two possibilities here: His time had not yet come – Jesus did not want people to be attracted 
to him simply because of his ability to perform miracles. This happens as time goes on – either Jesus 
says, “My time has not yet come…” Or the gospel writer says, “His time had not yet come…” This 
speaks to the importance of God’s timing in everything, which (believe it or not!) may not be our 
timing.   

A second possibility may be the credibility of the witnesses. Jesus didn’t necessarily want unclean 
spirits and demons spreading the good news of the gospel! These witnesses were not very reliable or 
credible, were they? Jesus declares who he is in and through his actions, and that needs to be our 
testimony as well.   
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In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and there he 
prayed.  36 And Simon and his companions hunted for him.  37 When they found him, they said to him, 
"Everyone is searching for you."  38 He answered, "Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may 
proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to do."  39 And he went throughout Galilee, 
proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out demons.  

After a particular chaotic day, what does Jesus do? He gets up and goes to a deserted place, and there 
he prays.   

What does this tell us about Jesus? It tells us about his humanity – Jesus was fully human. He 
experienced stress, temptation, anger, sorrow, joy, laughter, and among other things, physical and 
spiritual exhaustion. So what did he do?  He went off alone and prayed.   

“Jesus, where have you been?? Everyone is looking for you!” Folks, we cannot make this up – 
episodes like this certify that the Bible is a historical document, and these things happened! If the early 
church wanted to construct a myth, do you think this would be there? By the way, the Greek word 
translated here as “hunt” actually means to hunt or track down in a hostile sense! Not exactly “seek and 
ye shall find.” C’mon Jesus, we need to get going!”   

And Jesus’ response?  “Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message 
there also; for that is what I came out to do.” And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the 
message in their synagogues and casting out demons. Verse 39: this is captured in one verse by Mark, 
but it may have taken weeks or months to complete! Jesus affirms the priority of preaching.   

Jesus did not want his healings and exorcisms to become hindrances to understanding who he really 
was.  The people of Capernaum may have only been interested in him as a popular miracle-worker. 
Instead, Jesus suggests that they move on to other villages that he might "preach there also." His 
coming into the world was more to proclaim God's Good News, and all that was involved in 
discipleship and suffering, than to be a popular miracle-worker. Healings and exorcisms had their 
place, but they were not to usurp the primary purpose for which Jesus had come, to proclaim the good 
news.   

Are we here to see miracles? Or are we here to receive the healing touch of Christ? Here we lie, 
overcome with sickness, and who enters our life, but God himself. What does he do?  He enters into 
our lives from the chaos all around him. He reaches out and lifts us up. And our response? Service and 
proclamation that this indeed is the Son of God.     


