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“You Shall See Greater Things” 
1 Samuel 3:1-10 / John: 43-51 / Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18  

1 Samuel 3:1-10: Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the 
LORD was rare in those days; visions were not widespread.  2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had 
begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his room; 3 the lamp of God had not yet 
gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was.  4 Then 
the LORD called, "Samuel! Samuel!" and he said, "Here I am!"  5 and ran to Eli, and said, "Here I am, 
for you called me." But he said, "I did not call; lie down again." So he went and lay down.  6 The 
LORD called again, "Samuel!" Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, "Here I am, for you called 
me." But he said, "I did not call, my son; lie down again."  7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, 
and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him.  8 The LORD called Samuel again, a third 
time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, "Here I am, for you called me." Then Eli perceived that 
the LORD was calling the boy.  9 Therefore Eli said to Samuel, "Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you 
shall say, 'Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.'" So Samuel went and lay down in his place.  10 

Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, "Samuel! Samuel!" And Samuel said, "Speak, 
for your servant is listening."    

I am following the lectionary, but it fits perfectly with what is going in the life of our great church.  
This morning we will be ordaining officers.  This is a big event in the life of Calvin Church, and in the 
Church universal.  These folks heard God’s call in their lives, and they have responded to that call.    

But like Samuel, sometimes we hear God calling and different things happen.  Sometimes God’s call 
comes to us, and we don’t even know it.  We think it’s something or someone else – Samuel thought it 
was Eli calling him. We hear God in our ears, and we think it’s voices!    

Sometimes God calls when things are not going so well. The word of the Lord was rare in those days, 
and visions were not widespread. Seems like Israel was in a bit of a drought. Ever have times like that, 
either personally or in the life of a community? My friends, even when we see dry times, God is 
working, and calling. Sometimes when God calls us, others will tell us to simply go back to bed!   

According to our passage, it was almost morning – we read the lamp of God had not gone out. This is 
not metaphorical – it was a lamp that was burned in the Temple during the night. We hear God telling 
us something, and we go to someone we look up to, and that person says, “You must be dreaming!  Go 
back to bed!” Get back to work!  Don’t be silly!   

In Samuel’s case, it was a literal command, but in other cases, it might be figurative.  My friends, keep 
listening, God is persistent, keep listening, even if someone tells us to go back to bed.   

Let’s move to the call of someone else, Nathaniel:   

John 1:43 – 51: The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, "Follow 
me."  44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.  45 Philip found Nathanael and 
said to him, "We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son 
of Joseph from Nazareth."  46 Nathanael said to him, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" 
Philip said to him, "Come and see." 47 When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, 
"Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!"  48 Nathanael asked him, "Where did you get to 
know me?" Jesus answered, "I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you."  49 Nathanael 
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replied, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!"  50 Jesus answered, "Do you 
believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these."  51 

And he said to him, "Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God 
ascending and descending upon the Son of Man."    

This is one of the most interesting passages in all of Scripture: Philip tries to tell his friend Nathaniel 
about the Messiah, and what is his reaction? Nazareth!  Can anything good come out of Nazareth? 
Obviously, Jesus’ hometown had a bit of a reputation. Anyone here guilty of that?  Sometimes I get 
looks when folks learn I am from Pittsburgh. Remember when Jim Davis introduced me back in April?   

Let’s get back to our Scripture – sometimes when we receive a call, it’s from someone with not too 
many credentials. It was one thing when my pastor, who was hugely successful, asked me if I had ever 
considered the pastoral ministry. What if that person had been a little lower on the socio-economic 
scale? What if that person had been a laborer from a small town, like Nazareth? Imagine you move 
here from New York, or Chicago, and you end up in Amelia, or even New Richmond, and someone 
from there calls you on the phone and talks about your call?  

And what did Philip do?  Did he argue with Nathaniel?  No, he simply said, “Come and see.” My 
friends, when we are talking about God’s call, listen to the words: “Come and see.”  Once Nathaniel 
meets Jesus, is he impressed with his fortune-telling skills?  Jesus tells Nathaniel he saw him the day 
before under a fig tree, and Nathaniel calls Jesus the Messiah! WOW!   

Nathaniel says Jesus is God himself, just because Jesus said he saw him under a fig tree? Not exactly – 
remember, John’s gospel is full of symbolism. The fig tree was a sign of peace and hope. Jesus was 
telling Nathaniel that he would be associated with peace and hope. My friends, sometimes when God 
calls us, it comes in the form of another person telling us something, and it goes right to our hearts. 
God tells us something, and WHAM – WOW, this must be God speaking!  God knows us, doesn’t he?  
Again, this is not simply a card trick – Jesus convicted Samuel!  

Let’s look at our reading from Psalm 139, one of my favorites: Psalm 139:1-6: O LORD, you have 
searched me and known me.  2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts 
from far away.  3 You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways.  4 

Even before a word is on my tongue, O LORD, you know it completely.  5 You hem me in, behind and 
before, and lay your hand upon me.  6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I 
cannot attain it.    

13-18: For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my mother's womb.  14 I 
praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; that I know very well.  
15 My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the 
depths of the earth.  16 Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. In your book were written all the 
days that were formed for me, when none of them as yet existed.  17 How weighty to me are your 
thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them!  18 I try to count them – they are more than the sand; I 
come to the end – I am still with you.  

My friends, this is one of the most beautiful passages in all of Scripture. God not only knows us now, 
but God knew us when we were being made in secret! The NIV in verse 16 says, “All the days 
ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.” So, when you received 
your call from God, do you suppose God was thinking, “Gee, we’re running out of names, maybe I 
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should ask…” My friends, God has known since the beginning of time that you would receive a call 
from him, and he knew, he knows, how you will respond. If Jesus saw Nathaniel under that fig tree, do 
you suppose he knew what he had to say about his home town?  Even if we go to the depths of Sheol, 
to the dark place, God is with us – we can’t hide from God!   

Let’s get back to Nathaniel, the one who insulted Jesus’ hometown. I never noticed this, but he isn’t 
even mentioned in the other 3 gospels! He wasn’t very famous, was he? Was he at the tomb?  Did 
Jesus take him up to the Mount for the Transfiguration? We do know he was with Peter after the 
Resurrection, when Peter went fishing.  

But what did Jesus say to him?  "Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? 
You will see greater things than these." And [Jesus] said to him, "Very truly, I tell you, you will see 
heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man."    

You will see greater things than these. My friends, Samuel thought he heard voices. Eli told him to go 
back to bed. Samuel was called when things were dry in Israel. And yet, Samuel became a great 
prophet. Scripture tells us “The Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground…”   

Many years later, Nathaniel’s name was put on Philip’s heart. The names of the persons being ordained 
this morning were put on someone’s heart here at Calvin. My name was put on Doug Pratt’s heart. 
Your name was put on someone’s heart, and God called you. Maybe God did the talking, maybe it was 
someone from a nominating committee. Doesn’t matter.   

You will see greater things than these.    

I need to say one more thing.  Today we are ordaining and installing our new leaders – but what if you 
are not a leader?  Don’t forget, the thing about leadership is followership!  In order to have leaders, we 
need to have followers!  Any maybe today, you are being called to be a loyal follower of our leaders.  
That’s important too.  After we ask our new leaders their questions, we will ask you certain questions – 
will you be good followers!    

My friends, we will see great things. Since the beginning of time, for all eternity, God knew we would 
be here today, setting these men and women apart for service in this great church. Maybe they thought 
they heard voices. Maybe they were told to go back to sleep. Maybe things were a little dry when that 
call came in. Maybe they insulted the person doing the asking. We will see great things…  


