
  
September 10, 2006                 "ALL ARE DESERVING"                         Psalm 125  

                                               Mark 7:24-37  

Everyone who reads the Bible understands there is much mystery surrounding the gospel of Mark 
as there are on most of the book of the Bible. Unless the author of the book or letter specifically 
states who he or she is, authorship is only speculation derived from not only the book itself, but 
from other sources.  Tradition has it that  John Mark is the author of the gospel of Mark, although 
he is never mentioned in the gospel as being the writer.  It is believed that he came from a well-to-
do family and that his mother, whose name was Mary, was a friend of the apostles.  Some believe 
that the room in which Jesus shared the last supper with the disciples was a room in Mary's home 
and also the site where the disciples gathered to wait for the coming of the Spirit or Pentecost.    

Mark also has a cousin by the name of Barnabas who is a missionary with Paul, and in Acts 12:25 it 
states that Paul and Barnabas ministered in Antioch, and when they left, they were accompanied by 
Mark as their assistant.  It was when they landed in Perga, on t heir first missionary journey that 
Mark leaves them and returns to Jerusalem.  So Mark did undertake some part of ministry along 
with the others.  

Indication is that Mark's gospel was the first written and that Matthew used Mark's as a resource; 
yet there are others who say just the opposite, but in either case, it is believed that both Mark and 
Matthew had a resource that one or the other may have used in writing his gospel; but for the most 
part Mark's is considered to be the first gospel, not necessarily the first book written, but the first 
gospel written any where from 50 A.D. up to 70 A.D. and that it was more than likely written from 
Rome before the fall of Jerusalem in 79 A.D.   

Mark wrote his gospel for a Jewish community thus the explanation of Jewish customs and tradi-
tions.  It is not a biography of Jesus and does not include any reference to Jesus' early life.  Mark 
concentrates on Jesus public ministry, specifically on what Jesus did rather than what he said.  The 
miracles are an important characteristic of Mark's gospel depicting Jesus as the Son of God having 
power over disease, demons and death.  Thus we have two healings to concern ourselves with to-
day.  

The overall picture of both healings is that Jesus heals the daughter of a Syrophoenician woman and 
he heals a deaf mute.  These are two healing miracles that are also found in Matthew, but not in 
Luke or John.  The situation for each is while Jesus is traveling to Tyre and back towards the Sea of 
Galilee.  Tyre was in the region of Phoenicia and located on the Mediterranean Sea.  This is the 
only time that it is recorded that Jesus left the immediate area in which he had undertaken most of 
his ministry and journeyed beyond.  He may have done this hoping to find rest as his reputation was 
spreading and rest was something he could not find, but for what ever reason he journeyed to Tyre.  
This was a region considered to be pagan and while he is in this region a woman, a pagan. Gentile 
woman came to him and asked Jesus to heal her daughter.  

Considering that it is still to the Israelites that Jesus is to minister, he states to her that the children 
should be fed first for it is not fair to take children's food and feed it to the dogs.  That statement 
doesn't make much sense until we see it in the light of food being the word of God.  Jesus first min-
istry was to his own people, he was sent first to the Jews to carry out his ministry to them, and here 
was a Gentile woman asking him to heal her daughter.  What she wanted Jesus to do was to depart 
from his ministry to the Jews and heal this pagan daughter.  He used an analogy of feeding the chil-



  
dren their food and not throwing it to the dogs.  One wouldn't take the children's food and rather 
than feed the children feed the dogs.  If he did what she wanted to do, it would be like feeding the 
dogs first the food that was meant for the children, and he could not do that.  

What Jesus may not have expected was the answer that she gave him when she says, even the dogs 
under the table eat the crumbs of the children, in other words the dogs under the table will eat what-
ever is dropped by the children or falls on the floor, the crumbs, those portions that are generally 
swept up.  If you have a dog, isn't it true the dog will eat whatever falls on the floor.  You know it 
is, the dog comes in and eats what has been dropped; so what this woman is saying to Jesus is that 
there are portions that can be given to others which are rejected.  One author wrote, Jesus may have 
chuckled at realizing what this woman said was true, as he sent her on her way with the knowledge 
her daughter was healed of the demon possession.   

From the region of Tyre Jesus returns to the west side of the Sea of Galilee to the region of Decapo-
lis and while there a man who was deaf and had a speech impediment was brought to him and they 
begged Jesus to heal this man.  Jesus takes the man aside and put his fingers in the man's ears and 
then spat on his fingers and touched the man's tongue, and looking up to heaven in prayer, he said to 
be opened and the man's ears were opened and his tongue was freed, so that he could hear and 
speak. Jesus instructs them to tell no one, but as Mark states the more he ordered them the more 
they proclaimed.  The word "an impediment in his speech" is an uncommon word used in only one 
other place, Isaiah 35:6, describing the Messianic Age "then will the lame leap like deer and the 
tongue of the dumb, 'mogilalos', meaning shout for joy."  These are the only two places in which 
this word is used, so we have this healing of a man, which is characteristic of the Messianic Age.  

When all is said in done, how does either of these two healings affect us?  We know that Jesus has 
the power to heal.  There are people even today who can testify to the healing power of our Lord.  
But, one item that is very apparent is who these people are that Jesus heals.  The woman we know is 
considered a pagan, a Gentile woman; in fact, being a Gentile is specifically why Jesus had the con-
frontation with her that he did.  The deaf man may, although it is not known for certain, but the man 
may also have been a pagan or a Gentile.  The reason he may be a Gentile is because Jesus went 
north through Phoenicia, down through the region of Decapolis, a region of ten Greek cities, and 
then into the southern region of the Sea of Galilee.  The entire journey may have taken eight 
months, but time was not important for Mark, neither was it important to specifically state where 
the healing of the deaf man took place.  If this healing took place in the region of the Decapolis, 
which more than likely where it occurred, then the man was probably Greek, which makes him a 
Gentile, also.  

So we have two healing of two Gentiles, a little girl and a man, who are outside Judaism, are 
healed, which gives us an indication first to the Jew and then to the Gentile.  People have asked me; 
if the Jews were the chosen people, why then did they reject Jesus and turn him over for crucifix-
ion?  The answer is in the Old Testament, the one who was to sit on the throne of David was to be 
the King, the Messiah.   Messiah is translated as "Anointed One," and we cannot neglect the fact 
that Samuel was charged by God to Anoint the One who would be King and upon whose throne the 
Anointed One would sit eternally.  That began the fulfillment of the prophecies that surround the 
Messiah and his coming into the world.  The Jews rejected Jesus because they did not see in him, 
the characteristic of being a king, who was both the civil and religious leader of the people.  In na-
tions today which still have kings and queens, they are looked upon as the civil leaders and their 
religion is more than likely the national religion.  The Messiah was to be both, civil and religious 



  
leader; but Jesus did not come to be king on earth.  We are in told John that after feeding of the 
5,000 they wanted to make him king, but he left and went further up into the mountains.  This is 
what they wanted; they wanted a king to free them from the oppression of the Romans, and not nec-
essarily one who would free them from their sins.  That is what caused them to reject them and 
these two healings demonstrate or opens the door so that all may come unto the Lord, as he came 
not just for the Jews but for the Gentiles as well.  

None of us are deserving of the love that God has for us except through the grace of God.  Grace is 
that which is given without being deserving.  Did anyone ever just give you some thing?  No rea-
son, just give you a gift, with no conditions placed on the gift except the acceptance of it?  That's a 
rarity among humans.  Rarely do we give gifts or give anyone something just for no reason.  What 
we do is set barriers and standards as to whether or not we give them. It has to be a special occa-
sion, a birthday, an anniversary of some kind, a way to say thank you, or I'm sorry; or celebrations 
such as Christmas; but we rarely give a gift to some one and tell them this is for you, just because. 
But God does and he does through Jesus Christ, through his grace.  

He says to us this is for you just because, and that because is because he loves us. Do we deserve 
what he gives us, no, we don't.  But we become deserving through the blood of Christ, that's what 
makes us deserving.  Christ's blood removes all the barriers that have and will be set up, and 
through the blood of Christ all are made deserving, so much so that Paul writes in Christ we are nei-
ther male nor female, white or black, rich or poor, in Christ we are one.  The barriers that are set up 
are not God made; but man made and we continually setup barriers to eliminate or attempt to elimi-
nate those who we believe to be non-deserving from coming unto Christ.  When in actuality, 
through the blood of Christ, all who come unto him are deserving and receive through the grace of 
God, his love, and in that we are all deserving whether we are Jew or Gentile, it makes no differ-
ence.  What makes the difference is that we accept the love the God has for us through Jesus Christ, 
and repent of our sins, and in that we are all deserving.   


