
  
May 7, 2006                      “NO OTHER WAY"             John 10:11-18  

                                             Acts 4:5-12  

There are times when celebrations seem to go on for a long time.  In making up the church cal-
endar, the church views Easter as a time of celebration and has labeled these different times and 
called them seasons.  We currently are in the Easter Season and will be until the time of Pente-
cost.  At one time Pentecost was considered a season but the church hierarchy decided that since 
this would be changed and so Pentecost became a one day celebration.   So we are continuing in 
the Easter season until the day of Pentecost.  

Today we are looking at portion of John and the book of Acts that while the two are different, 
are drawn together.  The incident that is mentioned in the book of Acts, takes place after Pente-
cost.  The disciples have been filled with the Spirit, they are preaching in Jerusalem and while 
they are there, opposition to them is beginning to rise.  Peter and John were going to the temple 
and on the way, they heal a man that was lame.  This healing became an opportunity for them to 
share the good news of Jesus with the people, who were Jews.  As they went on their way, the 
Sadducees came to them and were outraged because they had been proclaiming the resurrection 
of the dead through Jesus Christ.  The Sadducees were ones who denied the resurrection and the 
possibility of any future retribution in Sheol or otherwise.  They believed that when the body 
died, the soul died along with it.  Peter and John preaching the resurrection infuriated them as it 
was against their belief and teachings, so they had them arrested and brought before the council.  
Luke tells us who the council was, it consisted of the high priestly family and the elders, scribes, 
the high priest, Caiaphas, these men were the rulers of the temple, in fact, some of them were 
part of the council before whom Jesus appeared.  We know Caiaphas, as the high priest and his 
father-in-law, Annas.  The question the council asked of the disciples by what power and whose 
name did they do this healing?  What is happening to Peter and John is exactly what Jesus said 
would happen.  They will lay hands on you and they will persecute you. They will deliver you to 
the synagogues and prisons and you will be brought before kings and governors, and all on ac-
count of my name.   It is in the name of Jesus they are brought before the council, and it is in the 
name of Jesus that Peter and John make their defense.    

In response to the question and in their defense, Peter uses Psalm 118 when he refers to corner 
stone that was rejected by the builders, which has become the chief cornerstone.  Many attribute 
this Psalm to David as one of his implications to the Messiah.  In this psalm the author thanks 
God for answering him and becoming his salvation, and doing so through the rejected stone 
which becomes the chief cornerstone, and that this is the Lord's doing, and he finishes by saying 
this is the day that the Lord has made let us rejoice and be glad in it.  Peter tells them the very 
one that they had crucified, the one they rejected has become the means by which mankind's sal-
vation has been secured and through no other name can mortals be saved.  It is in Jesus laying 
down his that mankind is saved.  

The concept of the corner stone points to the very thing that John records in his gospel in which 
Jesus talks about himself as the Good Shepherd.  In this portion of John, this is what has been 
described as the Good Shepherd section, in which Jesus demonstrates his role as a shepherd, a 
good shepherd.  I'm sure that Jesus made reference to the fact he was a good shepherd because 
there were probably bad shepherds.  If he made this distinction, I would think he had to do so 



  
because people more than likely knew there were those who while, they were shepherds, they 
were not good at their vocation.  The people knew what a shepherd was as sheep herding was the 
means of living for many of the people. In fact, going back, the wealth of a person could be de-
termined by the size of the flocks of sheep that a man owned.  The more the sheep the larger the 
flock, the wealthier the person was, if this was their means of living.  They knew what it meant 
to be a shepherd and in this case a good shepherd.  

There were two means by which a shepherd could lay down his life for his sheep.  At night or in 
the community there were common grounds where shepherds would leave their sheep, there 
were no doors on these fenced in areas and generally the shepherd would lie across the gate to 
keep the sheep from wandering out.  That is one means by which the shepherd laid down his life 
for his sheep, another was in the aspect of protecting the sheep from the animals that would tend 
to come and kill the sheep.  It was the shepherd's responsibility to fend off the predators so that 
the sheep would be safe and some times the shepherd was killed, so a good shepherd was one 
who was willing to protect his sheep at all costs.  Jesus said, I am the Good Shepherd, this is the 
one who lays down his life for his sheep.  

The idea of a corner stone can be one of two things, first in the Old Testament; the corner stone 
is sometimes referred to what is called the capstone or the last stone that finishes off the build-
ing, which was placed on the top of the temple.  But in this verse, Peter is not referring to the 
capstone as he is referring to the cornerstone, the stone that is placed as to form the foundation of 
a building.   Just as a good shepherd is the foundation for a strong flock of sheep, so is the cor-
nerstone the strong foundation for a building.  If the cornerstone is weak and crumbles the build-
ing will not stand, if the shepherd is unwilling to lay down his life for his flock, the sheep be-
come the reward for the predators that will attack it.   Peter says the rock that you rejected, has 
become the chief cornerstone.  The means for the salvation of mankind was planned for us 
through the father to be the son.  And that is the only means by which mankind or as Peter says 
that mortals can be saved.  It was done because Jesus laid down his life for us.  I  have said be-
fore and it needs to be repeated there is no other way for us to be saved except through the sacri-
ficial death of Jesus on the cross.  

There are many today who think and state that we have lost our way in this world.  The only rea-
son that may be true is because we have allowed false doctrines and false teachings to creep into 
our faith systems.  We have done so because we have not set our goal on that which is eternal; 
we have set our sights on that which is earthly and temporary.  

If you have a destination or a goal, there are generally several ways by which you can reach your 
destination.   So what a person does, is to look at all of the options and then select what is be-
lieved to be the best option to reach the destination.  Some of the means may be longer than oth-
ers, some may be easier than others, but there are generally several ways to reach the same desti-
nation.  Except in this case, there is only one means by which mortals can be saved.  One may 
think that it is through works that one can be saved, others may think that it is strictly by being 
an exceptionally good person, others may believe that it though their own efforts; and all those 
who believe there are other means to salvation than through Jesus Christ, are wrong.  There is no 
other way for mortals to be saved than through the name of Jesus Christ.  



  
There are too many people today who believe that any religion will do, that all religions are but 
alternative paths to the same God.  That is a very simplistic statement to be made and it is a very 
easy statement to make; but when one begins to look at all the ancient and historic religions and 
one begins to dwell on the cults and sects that come and go, one finds that statement to be false, 
that there are no alternate paths to the God revealed to us through Jesus the Christ, and there are 
no other means by which one can reach the one true God except through Jesus.  When one looks 
at the meaning of salvation and the means by which that salvation is attained, the only name by 
which mortals may attain salvation is through the sacrificial death of Christ on the cross, and no 
other way.   


