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                                   HIS GLORY"                      Luke 9:28-36  

There are events in Jesus' life that church is mystified as to what is the true purpose or meaning 
of an event.  Today is Transfiguration Sunday, and we know what occurred on this day.  Accord-
ing to Luke this happened approximately 8 days after Jesus was discussing with the disciples 
who people believed him to be.  He wanted to know what people were saying about him.  It was 
not like the media that we have today in which a person can tune in on TV or radio, or pick up a 
grocery store tabloid and read about what people are saying.  You have seen those tabloids at the 
grocery store check outs and the headlines make some fantastic statement and then as one reads 
the article relative to the headline, one finds out what a drawing card the headline truly is or what 
a way to peak the interest of people with flashy headlines.  Can't you just imagine the headlines, 
Jesus feeds 5,000 with two fish a few loaves of bread, or maybe one like new rabbi walks on wa-
ter to reach boat.  The headlines on the tabloids are designed to get the consumer's attention and 
I'm sure if you read something like what I just said, it would have grabbed your attention.  Not 
having such means, Jesus asks the disciples, who people say that he is, what are they saying 
about him.  They respond that some say he's Elijah and others say one of the ancient prophets, 
and then he says, who do you say that I am?  Peter then confesses to him he believes Jesus to be 
the Christ the son of the living God.  Then Jesus ordered them not to tell anyone and then tells 
them that if anyone wants to be his follower, one has to deny oneself and take up one's cross and 
follow him.  Peter confesses to Jesus that he visualizes him as the Messiah.  For Peter, Jesus was 
the one that was foretold by the prophets, he fit the one as to what the Messiah would be, and he 
told him so, Jesus was the Christ.  This scenario took place a week or so before the transfigura-
tion.  

Eight days, Luke says Jesus took Peter, James and John and they go up on a mountain to pray.   
Jesus went off and was praying and while he was praying, we are told his face and his clothes 
became dazzling white.  While this was going on, two figures appeared with him, Moses and 
Elijah.  And it says they appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure.  Apparently the 
dazzling white in which Jesus was engulfed, also surrounded Moses and Elijah as they discussed 
his departure which would happen in Jerusalem.  Being surrounded by a cloud, Peter, James and 
John heard a voice from the cloud, which said, this is my Son the Chosen, listen to him.   

It is believed the significance is seen in the fact that when Peter, James and John saw Jesus as he 
truly was, the Christ.  We could say the disciples saw him with the "glory boys" as one author 
calls them.  Gathered here with Jesus both Moses and Elijah, who reflected the glory of God, as 
both of them had had a theophany with God.  A theophany is an experience in which God is 
manifested to a person or appears to a person.  Moses was surrounded with the glory of God. 
When Moses came down off the mountain after being in the presence of the Lord, his face shined 
with the glory of God.  His face was so bright, reflecting the glory of God.  When he spoke be-
fore the people, he wore a veil over his face, removing it only when he re-entered the tent of 
meeting.  It was in Moses' theophany that his face shined with the glory of God.    

Elijah's theophany came when God spoke to him, not through the fire or earthquake or the wind, 
but in a small still voice.  Through his life, Elijah reflected God's glory.  So when Moses and 
Elijah appeared with Jesus they were reveling in the glory of God.   The only way that the au-
thors can describe such a revelation is, as Luke said, dazzling white, Mark adds that the dazzling 
white was such that nothing on earth could bleach.  In case anyone doesn't know, bleach turns 



  
your clothes white, it takes the color of colored material, and turns it white.  If you've ever seen 
some jeans that people wear that have white areas it is because they have been bleached either by 
the person or by the manufacturer, but bleach removes the color and turns it white.  The white-
ness that surrounded Jesus, Moses and Elijah was brighter more dazzling than what bleach can 
do, it was beyond imaging whiteness and Moses and Elijah reflected this glory of God.  

What is the true meaning of this event and why this occurred or why did Moses and Elijah shine 
with God's glory?  They were not divine, they were not even considered to be gods, I do find it 
interesting that when Jesus asked who do people say that I am?  They say Elijah or one of the 
ancient prophets.  Elijah to me would have been an ancient prophet, he was a prophet of old, yet 
he is separated from the others.  The same way that at the crucifixion the people at the foot of the 
cross who have been badgering Jesus about coming down off the cross, make comments about 
waiting to see if Elijah will come and take him off the cross.  Elijah is important as an historical 
figure to the Jews, much more than the other prophets, he was important to them and it may have 
been because they saw God reflected in Elijah much as they did the reflection of the glory of 
God in the face of Moses.  Both of them were so close to God that God himself is reflected in not 
only their lives; but through his glory.  Could it be that this event supported and proved Peter's 
statement, you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  Peter, James and John knew Jesus in 
his physical earthly existence and in his transfiguration they saw him in his heavenly existence.  

We often talk about being transformed when a person accepts Christ.  We realize that acceptance 
of Christ transforms a person from within; in essence a person gets a new heart.  The way that a 
person thinks, the way a person relates to others, the way a person acts, the person is different 
than the person was before; basically, transformation is a change within a person.  

Transfiguration that which occurred on the mountain to Jesus is a physical change.  Luke says he 
was transfigured so that the appearance of his face was changed and his clothes were dazzling 
white.  This was a physical change in Jesus that the disciples had never seen before.  It isn't any 
wonder that Peter wanted to make three dwellings so that this moment could continue, he wanted 
the glory surrounding Jesus to remain, but it was not to be as a cloud came over the mountain 
and they heard the voice speaking to them.  But in that brief moment, they saw Jesus in all his 
glory as the Christ, a physical change from his earthly appearance to his heavenly appearance.  

Transfiguration can be transformation, but transformation cannot be transfiguration. One can be 
transformed physical and outwardly, which is exactly what happened when Jesus was transfig-
ured.  His physical appearance changed.  But one cannot be transfigured inwardly, in other 
words when you change inwardly, inside, that is strictly a transformation but it is not the same as 
being transfigured because being transfigured is strictly physical, outward. If we are followers of 
Jesus and if we are transformed inwardly; are we transfigured and do we reflect God's glory in 
our lives?  

It is said that the longer that people are together, the more they begin to look like each other.  
When you look at people who have been together for years, it is strange but they do seem to be-
gin to look an awful lot alike.  Have you ever had anyone come up to you and look at you and 
tell you that you look just like another member of your family, a grandfather, or grandmother or 
maybe an aunt or an uncle or your mother or father?  Brothers and sisters often look alike. My 
sister and I were mistaken for twins one time, which kind of made me mad as she is five years 
older than I am, so either I looked a lot older than I was or she looked a lot younger than she 



  
was.  Especially in families there are resemblances as to other members of the family.  But let 
me ask you this, has anyone ever said look at you and said they see Christ in you, do you reflect 
the glory of God in your life?  The glory of God was reflected in Moses and Elijah, not just be-
cause they experienced a manifestation of God in their lives, but his glory was seen in the very 
lives that they lived.  People saw God reflected in their lives.  

A couple of weeks ago, in the Daily Bread, there was a daily devotion with the title, Silent Wit-
ness.  The author Bill Crowder said that he and a colleague were having breakfast in an outdoor 
coffee shop in a park in Singapore.  At a nearby table, a young woman sat reading the Bible; she 
was absorbed in what she was reading.  When people walked by they could see what she was 
reading.  She was not afraid to let people see her reading God's word.  She didn't preach, she did-
n't say a word, she sat there reading.  See proclaiming God's word isn't always preaching God's 
word, sometimes, a silent witness can be more affective than silence.   She was willing to be 
identified with her Savior strictly through the reading of his word.  She was transfigured, people 
saw in her the love that she had for Christ and his love for her in reading his Word.  She was not 
afraid for people to see the change that had occurred in her life.  

When we are in Christ, our physical appearance should change.  It is amazing to me when peo-
ple, who profess their faith in Jesus Christ, walk around looking mad at the world.  This isn't to 
say that everything, like I have said before a bed of roses, but we've all seen people, who when 
you look at them look like they are carrying the weight of the world on their shoulders.  They sit 
there with a grouchy, down in the dumps look, never smiling, never cheerful, and yet, they pro-
fess to being a follower.  Zacchaeus was small in stature, so small that he climbed up into a tree 
to see Jesus, and when Jesus came under the tree and looked up he told Zacchaeus to come down 
that he was going to dine in his house.  Zacchaeus did and during the meal he repented and told 
Jesus that if he had defrauded anyone, he would give back four times as much.  I would venture 
to say that from that point on, people did not notice that Zacchaeus was short of stature, I would 
say he more than likely went around feeling as tall as the tallest person, because he had accepted 
salvation in Christ.    

We too should be transfigured; our physical outward appearances to other should absolutely re-
flect our love for Christ.  This doesn't mean that our faces and clothes are going to shine but peo-
ple should see reflected in our look, in our eyes the relationship we have in Jesus Christ.  They 
say the eyes are the windows to the soul.  Have you ever looked in a person's eyes and asked 
them if they don't feel good and then find out they really don't.  Why because there inner being is 
reflected in their eyes.  Our relationship in Jesus Christ should be reflected in our eyes, our face 
and the spring in our walk, our entire life, inside and out, physical as well as spiritual, should 
reflect the glory of God, and since we are all members of the body Christ, shouldn't all of us re-
flect the glory of the head of our Body who is Jesus Christ the Lord?  Do you reflect the glory of 
God in your life or do people look at you and wonder, what is your true relationship with God in 
Christ? 


