
  
December 10, 2006            "NOT WHAT WE NEED"          Malachi 3:1-4  

                                                   Luke 3:1-6  

It seems like every year we are becoming more and more involved with those who want to re-
move the idea of the true meaning of Christmas from Christmas.  Over the last few years, we 
have become engrossed in bitter battles about whether or not this is the Christmas season or the 
Holiday season, but we can go back even further than that.  For many years, long before being 
politically correct was prominent, the push was on to remove Christ from Christmas.  It was al-
ways thought that there was too much commercialism in Christmas and the true meaning was 
lost.  Now when people want to say happy holidays and celebrate the holiday season and push 
the commercialism aspect seems to have been accomplished.  

Now, the focus has changed so that it is not the idea of removing Christ from Christmas as much 
as not allowing those who are Christians to follow their celebration of the birth of Christ as be-
liever's desire.  It has become even worse where courts are making decisions as to whether or not 
a person has the right to say Merry Christmas or Happy Holidays.   It has been stated this year 
that Wal Mart will not prevent its employees from saying Merry Christmas.  I'm sure if you look 
into why they made this executive decision, you would more than likely find out that the bottom 
line was money.  If people get upset that Wal Mart employees cannot wish someone a Merry 
Christmas, the consumer may or may not shop at Wal Mart during this Christmas season and that 
may injure Wal Mart's profits and to prevent that from happening, Wal Mart reconsidered their 
decision of last year and if the employees want to wish someone a Merry Christmas, the em-
ployee may do so.  So it's kind of like a safe guard against losing money for Wal Mart.    

This year, the city of Chicago has gotten into the act by forbidding a public Christmas festival to 
show clips of the movie, The Nativity Story, which is a full length feature film.    It was sug-
gested during a festival in Chicago recently that along with the festival, scenes from this movie 
would be shown to the public.  The city of Chicago said, no, that it cannot promote one religion 
over another, so the movie was not permitted to be shown.    

Several years ago, a public debate would occur as to whether or not the cross of the KKK should 
or should not be permitted to stand on Fountain Square.  Then it became a battle as to whether or 
not a Jewish Menorah should be permitted along with the KKK cross and a Crèche scene, and 
thrown into the mix of all of this is Santa Claus, who has been around for years as a symbol of 
Christmas, and which people claim have turned this season into the commercial celebration that 
it has become.  All of this adds to the disruption of the celebration of Christmas, and causes 
problems.  With all these things that are happening, we can say it's the signs of the time.  It may 
be signs of the times as we are attempting to appease everyone and we don't want to hurt some-
one's feelings, we have to be sure that all the t's are crossed and all the i's are dotted, and we have 
to be sure that all the bases are covered.  The other day it was suggested that instead of calling a 
Jewish Menorah a Jewish Menorah, that it be called a Festive Candelabra thus making sure that 
those who are not Jewish will not be offended.  It was pointed out that as soon as the suggestion 
is made, there will be lawsuits stating that it is taking away the right of the Jewish people to use 
that as a decoration; so what is ok for one, is not ok for another and what is happening is that we 
begin to lose the focus of what Christmas is truly about.  The other night I heard a new saying 
that clearly states this, and I had to think about it and had it repeated.  And it was this, when we 



  
are up to our eyeballs in alligators we forget that we are draining the swamp.   How can that re-
late to what is going on around this time of year and Christmas?  I'm not going to get into a big 
explanation about that saying but believe me it is apropos.  

Here is how it is, when we get so engrossed in all that things that are going on in and around the 
world about Christmas, we forget the true meaning of Christmas.   The saying fits, if when we 
are up to our eyeballs in alligators, we forget about the fact we set out to drain the swamp, that's 
the explanation.  Our focus begins to shift from what we do not need to what we truly need, and 
what we need is to stay focused on the fact that Christmas is about Christ.    

Luke gives a fairly accurate picture of John the Baptist's entrance into the Judean scene.  He does 
this by using historical secular figures, this occurred during the reign of Emperor Tiberius when 
Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod was ruler over Galilee, and several others of the secular 
world.  He then states this took place when Annas and Caiaphas were the high priests of the tem-
ple.  So these are benchmarks as to the history at that time and what was going on in the world.  
What this does is that it gives credibility to what Luke writes when we read historical books that 
have the same facts recorded but maybe from a different perspective, such as from the Roman 
Empire perspective.  

John was conducting a ministry of baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  With all 
that was going on in the world, this was new; this was some thing the people had never heard 
before.  How the word of God came to John we do not know, but he came as one crying in the 
wilderness to prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths, every valley shall be filled 
and every mountain made low, he was repeating and proclaiming what Isaiah had preached con-
cerning the coming of the Messiah, but when it comes right down to what is said, Luke in his 
writing, misquoted Isaiah.    

Isaiah's statement was, "a voice of one crying about the wilderness," but Luke's statement from 
John is "a voice crying in the wilderness."  Isaiah was talking about the building of a proces-
sional highway through the desert to Jerusalem preparing the way of the Lord; but the way Luke  
writes this statement is different, but it fits the situation of John who was in the wilderness 
preaching.  He is believed to be an itinerant preacher who preached in the wilderness along the 
Dead Sea to the Jordan River.  So the way Luke quotes Isaiah actually fits John's situation.  He 
was in the wilderness and in his preaching he was facing all the outside forces that were distract-
ing him from proclaiming the coming of the one he calls the Lamb of God.    

The tension in world was such that oppression had taken over the land of Israel.  The Jews had 
become an occupied people, under the authority of Rome.  Roman influence had come upon 
them.  The people had long hoped for a Messiah that would be not merely be a religious leader 
but one who would free them from their oppression.  All of this played on the proclamation that 
John was making calling them to be baptized repent of their sins and be forgiven.  The outside 
influences caused them to change their focus from the Messiah as the Lamb of God to one of a 
military, political leader, and it was John who was calling them back by calling them to repen-
tance.  They needed to remove all that caused them to be lead astray from the coming of the 
Messiah, and the biggest distracter that John was calling them to remove was their sins, and he 
did so by calling them to baptism and repentance and forgiveness. 



   
All the publicity relative to Christmas, all the court rulings, all the debates and disagreements, 
and all the hype that has become involved with Christmas is not what we need.  As soon as we 
get caught up in all that is going on around Christmas, we lose sight of what Christmas is truly 
about, which is for those who believe the birth of a savior who is Christ the Lord.  A perfect 
analogy  about not talking about Christ at Christmas is just like celebrating Abraham Lincoln's 
birthday but never talking about Abraham Lincoln.  On Lincoln's birthday instead of talking 
about Abraham Lincoln, talk about slavery, talk about the Battle of Gettysburg and the Civil 
War, but not talking about Lincoln on his birthday is like, not talking about the Christ Child at 
Christmas, that is exactly what it would be like.  If you're not a believer, it doesn't make any dif-
ference but if you are a believer Christmas is the celebration of the birth of our savior, and as a 
believers we don't need all that goes on around us attempting to distract us from our focus on Je-
sus the Christ's birth.  

Christmas is a combination of two words from Old English "Cristes maesse," which means 
Christ's mass.  The celebration of Christmas is a worship service celebrating the birth of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  That is Christmas and we do not need all the other things that we associate 
with it, and as soon as all that is going on becomes our prime focus, then like I said, with all the 
alligators we forget we are draining the swamp.  

The perfect example of this is Dr. Seuss' story, "How the Grinch Stole Christmas."  All of us 
have either read the book or seen the movie; the Grinch was bound and determined that he was 
going to steal Christmas from the Whos. Christmas eve the Grinch slithered into Whoville, and 
stole all the decorations, all the present, all the trimmings and the Christmas dinner, and all the 
Christmas trees, the next morning as he watched from high on the mountain he heard all the 
Whos singing welcome Christmas morn.  The Grinch didn't steal Christmas what the Grinch 
stole was all the things that pointed to Christmas, but Christmas still came because all the things 
that pointed toward Christmas did not distract the Whos from their celebration of Christmas, so 
on Christmas morning, Christmas for the Whos still came.  

The presents, decorations, the debates over a Christmas tree or holiday tree, wishing someone 
Merry Christmas or Happy Holiday, or whether there is a nativity on public property or a Meno-
rah next to the nativity.  If we are believers all that does is to distract from the true celebration of 
Christmas, which is the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ, and no matter what occurs and what is 
going on around us, the celebration of Jesus as our Lord and Savior is going to come and warm 
the hearts, minds and souls of all who profess him as Lord and Savior for Christmas is the cele-
bration of Jesus the Christ, our Lord.  


