
  
December 17, 2006                 "NOT IN PEACE"             Isaiah 12:2-6  

                                                Luke 3:7-18  

The Christmas Carol, Silent Night, has a verse that goes Silent Night, holy night, All is calm, all 
is bright, Round yon Virgin Mother and child!  Holy Infant, so tender and mild, sleep in heav-
enly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.  This carol was written by the local priest, Joseph Mohr, in a 
small isolated village in the Austrian Alps in 1818.  I am sure that part of the influence that 
caused Mohr to write this carol was not only the surrounding area, being isolated in the moun-
tains; but also do to the fact that the pipe organ had given out, and it would more than likely be a 
Christmas Eve service that was calm and quiet.  While Mohr wrote the word, it was Franz Gru-
ber, the Organist, who wrote a simple tune for the words to be sung by a tenor, a bass using two 
guitars.  At the Christmas Eve "Silent Night" was heard for the first time.  The picture that is por-
trayed in this carol as it is in most carols is that this was a peaceful, serene scene in which Jesus 
was born.  

That is the picture that is given when children do their rendition of the birth story.  We read in 
Luke, his account of Jesus' birth, and in his account we have this gentle picture of a young 
woman, giving birth to her first baby, doing so in a barn amongst the animals, and then taking 
the baby and wrapping him in cloth she had and placing this new born in the manger from which 
the animals ate.  It is only when the angels appear to the shepherds that there seems to be some 
type of disruption to the birth of this child as a chorus of angels appear and praise God saying, 
"Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace among those with whom he favors."   This is one 
depiction of Jesus' birth, the second is in Matthew.  The wise men have seen his star and journey 
to Bethlehem and ask King Herod where is he that is born King of the Jews, and after finding the 
Christ child and paying him homage, to assure the child's safety, they return to their own country 
by another way.  Peaceful, calm, soothing pictures of the birth of this child, with disaster and 
chaos being avoided and over come with joy, love and peace; these are pictures that are given 
every Christmas.   

Christmas cards are sent out talking about the peace that comes at Christmas, they talk about the 
Prince of Peace coming into the world.  Isaiah chapter 9 verse 6 gives us names as to the one 
who is coming into the world, Isaiah says, "For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 
and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace."  At 
this time of year, as we prepare ourselves for the celebration of the birth of our Savior, our 
thoughts, our words and our minds begin to look at the peace that came into the world when 
Christ was born, and that is the picture that we are given when he is born, even to his name as 
the Prince of Peace.  As we move toward the celebration of Jesus' birth we have this notion and 
thought conjured up in our minds and hearts, that it is peace that Jesus brings into the world, and 
yet; when we look at the condition the world is in and what is happening, we wonder and ques-
tion is this the same Prince of Peace that Isaiah talked about, is this the one who is to bring peace 
on earth good will toward all people?  We even hear Jesus' own words in John 14 when he tells 
his disciple, peace I give to you, not as the world gives do I give my peace to you.  The world 
seems to have missed heard what Jesus has said and what we believe surrounding his birth when 
we read and hear about the inhuman things that we do to one another, the unheard of actions that 
we cause against our brothers and sisters, and we talk about peace.   

The picture quickly changes when Luke begins to tell us about a man named John.  The time pe-
riod would be approximately 30 years from Jesus' birth to John coming on to the Judean scene.  



  
What John does is to begin to dispel the notion that everything is ok, and all is right with the 
world, as he begins to challenge people and call them to repent of their sins.  He calls the very 
group that has come to hear him preach a brood of vipers, and asking who told them that the 
wrath was to come.  John knew that the one coming into the world, was not going to bring peace, 
the one coming would come to upset the world  and as he says, cut down every tree that does not 
bear good fruit and cast them into the fire.  When asked what they can do, John tells them to 
share what they have, do not extort or cheat others and with that they began to question the no-
tion of John being the Messiah.  Anticipating this John told them he was not worthy to untie the 
sandal of the one coming, and that he, the one coming, would baptize with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear the threshing floor putting the grain in the gran-
ary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.  That doesn't sound like a prince of peace 
that sounds like one that is going to come and shake things up, change the way things are done.    

John takes his imagines from the world of agriculture.  In John's day a vineyard owner would 
cull the grapevines that were not producing fruit.  It was done by cutting down those that were 
not producing and in doing so; it assisted those that were producing.  So the farmer would come 
out with a sharp axe and proceed to cut down the fruit trees that were not producing and if peo-
ple did not repent what happened to the vines that didn't produce would happen to them, so he 
called them to repentance.  That is one example that he gives, but he also goes on to give another 
agriculture example.    

This one John uses is one in which to clear the threshing floor, the wheat is tossed up into the air 
and sifted out by the wind, so that the grain falls to the floor and is gathered up and put in the 
granary; the chaff is blown by the wind, then gathered up then burned.  It is the Messiah who is 
going to put the wheat in the granary and the chaff he will burn.  It was the Messiah who was 
going to separate the wheat from the chaff, just like the Messiah is the good shepherd who is go-
ing to separate the sheep from the goats, the sheep will enter into his eternal kingdom, the goats 
into eternal fire.  That will not be a time of peace, as Jesus said some will gnash their teeth and 
cry Lord, Lord.  It is not the prince of peace but one who is coming who will be the judge.    

When we see the serene, picturesque setting of the birth of Christ our Lord, it is a very peaceful 
picture; but in fact, Jesus coming into to world is not in peace.   In Matthew chapter 10 he says, 
"Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a 
sword.   He stated he had come to set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a 
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law, and one's foes will be members of one's own house-
hold.  That is frightening to think that a son would go against his father or a daughter against her 
mother.  

We can think back in history and find exactly what Jesus is talking about when we look at times 
like the Civil War.  There was a movie years ago, called "Friendly Persuasion," and it starred 
Gary Cooper.  The movie was about a Quaker family during the civil war.  The oldest son 
wanted to go and fight in the war, but the father, refused to let him go stating that it was against 
their beliefs.  It caused a rift within the family and eventually when the son did go to fight, it 
caused a rift with Quaker community, but the point is the word of God caused such a disruption 
and as Jesus said, he came not to bring peace but a sword.   In fact, I am sure that during any 
civil war, in any country, there are household disrupted by such a war, so that sons do go against 
fathers and daughters against mother, and within one's own household there are those who would 
be considered an enemy.  What happens is that one's beliefs in such situations may not be the 



  
same as other members of one's family.  The Vietnam War was also such a war, and the differ-
ences were brought to light so that others knew that families and households were disrupted, be-
cause of different beliefs relative to the war.  I'm sure there are families today who are divided 
over the current wars that are going on, but it is not necessarily well known.  But it is the belief 
of the individual that cause the disruptions and that is exactly what Jesus is referring to when he 
makes this comment that his word will be like a sword that will cut and divide.  

His word can be disruptive, it can divide families between those who chose to follow his word 
and those who do not.  Look at the situation in which Jesus spoke these words, he came to the 
Jews, the chosen people, and what he was saying to them was far different than what they had 
been taught to believe.   They were bound by the law, to fulfill that which the law required of 
them.  What John did and what Jesus was doing was calling people to repent of their sins, seek 
forgiveness and be baptized and accept the forgiveness that comes through the mercy of God.  
And that was new, and that was different, and some accepted what he was saying, and some did 
not, and it did cause disruption and it does cause disruption even today between fathers and sons, 
mothers and daughters, within families.    

We cannot get so caught up in the celebration and the peace and serenity of the birth of our Lord 
Jesus that we fail to remember and realize that while we sing carols of peace on earth, and telling 
what a glorious peaceful picture it was when Jesus came into the world, we must remember and 
not forget that world was and is in a state in which a savior is needed, and if a savior is needed, 
the world cannot be a peaceful place, and that to change the ways of the world, Christ has to 
come his word which stands as two edged sword, and a sword is not a symbol of peace and Jesus 
through his word did not come to bring peace on earth, but a call to repentance of our sins and 
that will take a transformation for that to occur.    

Now, does Christ give us peace?  Yes, he gives us a peace that the world cannot give, a peace 
that is not an absence of war or inhuman treatment of our brothers and sisters; but an inner peace 
that enables us to realize that there is a hope beyond this world, and the hope that we have and 
the peace that it brings is that we shall live eternally with our Lord and Savior, if we have been 
transformed by the two edged sword of his word and accepted the sacrifice he made for us on the 
cross.  The manger is a scene of peace and comfort, but the cross of Christ stands as the altar on 
which the body of our savior was broken and the blood of our Lord was shed for the remission of 
our sins; so while we celebrate the birth of the Prince of Peace, let us also remember that he be-
came the Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world, and that was not done in peace.    


