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“A Chosen People” – John 14:1-14 / 1 Peter 2:2-10  

I would like to turn to the Peter passage first – we will look at the gospel passage in few 
moments.  If we look at the opening verses of the letter, we read that Peter is writing “to the 
exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia.”  Historians tell us 
the early Christians had been dispersed due to persecution.  They were abandoned, adrift, and 
anxious about their future.  Gosh, they were anxious about their future!  Gee, that might sound 
familiar, doesn’t it?   

This is my third Sunday here at Calvin.  We have had a wonderful two weeks.  Thanks again to 
the Search Committee for bringing me here, and thanks very much for the welcome you have 
given me. I am truly glad to be here.  But we have much work to do – as I said last week, there is 
a process for us to follow, and we need to begin.  

The recipe books I have been reading don’t say much about getting tired, or faltering.  What do 
we do if we falter, or become discouraged? Where do we turn?  To our instruction book?  To the 
Presbytery?  To some motivational consultant we could bring in here?  To me?  

No, my brothers and sisters, we turn to the ultimate recipe book – we turn to Scripture!  Let’s 
look to our passage for today.    

1 Peter 2:2-3: Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow 
into salvation--  3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.  

In verse 2, Peter is telling his readers to keep their hearts and eyes on Scripture.  The King James 
Version puts it another way: As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may 
grow thereby.  In Scripture, milk is a common metaphor to be found.  Paul used it in his letters to 
the Corinthians and the Thessalonians.  He often saw himself as the nurse who cares for infant 
Christians. In the early church, when new Christians were baptized, they were dressed in white 
robes, and often fed milk to signify their spiritual immaturity.    

Now before we begin to become impressed with our own spiritual maturity, thinking we have 
moved way beyond milk, let’s be careful!  I also am immature!  We think we know everything, 
and we don’t!    

Another translation talks about the unadulterated milk of the word.  The NIV says to crave pure 
spiritual milk – our NRSV says to long for the pure spiritual milk.  The word used here for “to 
long for” or “to desire” is the same as the word in Psalm 42:1: As a deer longs for flowing 
streams, so my soul longs for you, O God.  

First and foremost, in order for us to keep our eyes on the goal, we need to be in Scripture.  I 
promise you, you will hear expository preaching from this pulpit.  For your information, 
expository means “a rhetorical discourse intended to give information about, or an explanation of 
difficult material.”  On that note, I also am obliged to remind all of you about the Bible study 
opportunities that we have – Sunday morning, Thursday morning, every other Wednesday 
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morning, and circles.  And, since God’s word is infinite, regardless of how long we’ve been 
immersed in it, or feeding on it, we are still infants in God’s eyes!  

Peter finishes verse 2 by writing …so that by it you may grow into salvation.  This does not 
mean salvation not salvation, per sé, but a mature state of belief.  My friends, we all are growing 
into salvation, aren’t we?  Let’s stick to the milk!    

He continues his letter, verse 3: …if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.  Many of you 
recognize this familiar passage from Psalm 34:8: “Taste and see that the Lord is good.”  Once a 
person has come to taste the graciousness and goodness of the Lord, he should have a continuing 
appetite for spiritual food.  

When I was growing up, I couldn’t stand potato salad.  After much cajoling by my family, I 
finally tried it, and wouldn’t you know, it was delicious!  My friends, I hope all of you have 
tasted God’s word.  Once we have tried it, we should never tire of tasting, or seeking, the 
wonderful Word of God   

And now, let us turn our attention to a most amazing passage, verses 4-10:   

1 Peter 2:4-10: 4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and 
precious in God's sight, and  5 like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, 
to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  
6 For it stands in scripture: "See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and 
precious; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame."  7 To you then who believe, 
he is precious; but for those who do not believe, "The stone that the builders rejected has 
become the very head of the corner,"  8 and "A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock 
that makes them fall." They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to 
do.  9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, in 
order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light.  10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had 
not received mercy, but now you have received mercy..     

In these wonderful words, Peter describes Jesus Christ as the stone which the builders rejected, 
and he describes us, the church, as living stones, building his church around Christ, the 
cornerstone.  Once again, this is another Messianic reference to Jesus Christ.  We find it in 
Psalm 118:22: The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.  Jesus has 
been rejected by humanity, but in actuality, he is the cornerstone of the Kingdom!  

Just a reminder, as we ponder this rejection – we sit here in 2008, congratulating ourselves that 
WE would have never rejected him!  What would WE have done if we had seen and heard this 
guy Jesus of Nazareth?  Would we have recognized him as the Messiah?  We have enough 
trouble seeing, hearing, and responding to him today!  Let us not be too hard on those who 
rejected him.  Remember, even after three years, his own disciples did the same!    



Sermon full text 04/20/08 
Page 3 of 6 

The Old Testament has many metaphors using stones, and as many of us will recall, after Simon 
proclaimed Jesus as Messiah, Jesus renamed Simon as Peter (Greek Petrus, stone!)  Recall the 
words from Matthew 16: upon this rock I will build my church…  

Let us also remember that the cornerstone is not at the top, but at the foundation, and it sets the 
dimensions and angles of the entire building!  This means that without Christ, the cornerstone, 
the church is an impossibility!   

As we go downstairs today for fellowship after church, we will notice the photos showing the 
ground-breaking ceremony.  In fact, there may be some folks here this morning who were there 
that day.  And upon what is the church built?  Upon what is this church built?  That’s right, the 
faith of the believers!    

Fifty years ago, three miles outside of Tasbasco, a group of believers decided that 1177 Ohio 
Pike would be a good place to build a building, an assembly of living stones! Faith of the 
believers, indeed.    

Peter now moves from the prophetic reference of Christ as the eternal cornerstone which had 
been rejected, to calling Christians (that’s us, folks) living stones; the Church is a living edifice, 
with the Christians (that’s us) being the bricks!   

Let’s take a look at this brick here.  As long as a brick is by itself, it is useless – it is only good 
for maybe propping up a couch with a bad leg, or maybe vandalism, or holding down plastic on 
your plants when there is a freeze warning (that’s what we did this week.)  But if we take a great 
number of bricks, using the living cornerstone to start, we have the church!  The Christian must 
not remain alone – there is no such thing as “solitary religion” – we must be included into the 
fabric and life of the church.  And in order for us to complete God’s mission for this great 
church, we all must be part of the fabric and life of the church.    

In verse 5, Peter refers to the Christians as a holy priesthood.  What about this?  In the ancient 
world, this privilege was granted to only a few!  But thru Christ, that privilege is granted to 
everyone!   

Let me illustrate this change.  If I stand behind the communion table, it has a different meaning 
that if I stand in front of the table.  If we think of the significance of the Sacrament of 
Communion, where I stand becomes important – that is if we are paying attention.  If I stand 
behind, notice that the table is between me and you – somehow, I am removed from the rest of 
the community, aren’t I?  

Have you ever wonder where the term hocus pocus comes from?  There is one theory – in the 
very early days of the Roman Catholic church, the priest would go behind a screen, of all things, 
and say the words of institution.  Some folks believe that the phrase hocus pocus originated in a 
corrupted form of the words of the consecration of the host in the old Latin mass: hoc est (enim) 
corpus (meum), “this is my body.”    
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This may or may not be true, but after the Reformation, things changed.  Martin Luther spoke of 
“the priesthood of all believers.”  What do we mean by this?  It means this.  In and through Jesus 
Christ, through his work on the Cross, every Christian is part of a new priestly order. This truth 
of the "priesthood of all believers" was rediscovered and restressed during the Reformation. It 
means that every Christian has immediate access to God, that he serves God personally, that he 
ministers to others, and that he has something to give. It does not mean that each Christian has 
public gifts of preaching or teaching. In this verse Peter is stressing the reassuring fact that 
through Christ the believer is able to worship and serve God in a manner pleasing to him.  

Let’s continue.  After affirming the hope of our belief in Christ, Peter offers a dramatic contrast, 
describing those who do not believe: Verses 7-8: To you then who believe, he is precious; but for 
those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the 
corner,” 8 and “A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” They 
stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.  

This is a prophetic description of those who do not accept Christ as the living stone – they are 
going to fall flat on their faces!  

BUT YOU!  BUT YOU!  Uh-oh!  Notice the emphasis – verses 9-10   9 But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.  10 Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy.   

Peter makes a dramatic contrast with the disobedient mentioned in vv. 7-8.  He begins with an 
emphatic “but you” and describes who and what we are, and the obligations that follow from 
being God’s people.  We like to call ourselves God’s chosen people, literally, “a people for 
[God’s] possession,” but like it or not, there are obligations that come!  

What does it mean that we can call ourselves a chosen people?  This designation, this promise, 
comes directly from Jesus himself:  John 15:16: You did not choose me but I chose you.  And I 
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever 
you ask him in my name.  

Let’s go through the list:   

We are a royal priesthood – as mentioned in verse 5, every Christian has the right of 
access and of approach to God.  

We are a holy nation – the Greek hagios word means “to be holy, to be different” – we 
are different!  Just a question – do you think we behave differently?    

We are a people for God to specially possess.  What does this mean?  Let’s use an 
illustration.  Something becomes valuable because someone famous possessed it, even 
ordinary items.  Have you ever been to a museum, seen a snuff box, a hair brush, shoes, 
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something ordinary, owned by a famous person!  It’s now in a museum!  For us, we have 
value because we belong to God.  We were once ordinary, now we belong to God!    

We are called to proclaim his mighty acts – part of our future mission will be for us to 
discern and decide just how we will proclaim these mighty acts.    

God has called us out of darkness and into his glorious light – we were once in darkness, 
and now we are in his glorious light.     

And our final verse, 10: Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you 
had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  

Peter closes this section with another (somewhat) free use of the Old Testament.  This time the 
words of Hosea 2:23 are put together. In their original context they describe God's rejection of 
disobedient Israel followed by future restoration to grace. Here Peter applies them to the 
salvation that has come to the dispersed and desperate Christians: Hosea 2:23 (paraphrase): 
And I will have pity on [her that had not obtained mercy], and I will say to [them which were not 
my people], “You are my people”; and they shall say, “You are my God.”  God has made the 
people who were not a people into the people of God   

This passage has special meaning for us.  First, we are to be called out of insignificance into 
significance.  We are people of significance!  What we are doing here on Ohio Pike is 
significant!  We are dealing with folks’ eternal destination!  We are handling something very 
powerful!  It’s called the gospel of Jesus Christ!    

In addition, we were once in a state of no mercy, and now we are in a state of mercy.  We could 
spend the rest of our lives pondering this very fact.  What would our lives be like without mercy? 
Pretty desperate!  But because of Christ, we are in mercy.    

Where do you suppose Peter received these words?  Did he just make them up?  That’s right, this 
is just like a children’s sermon – he received these words from Jesus!    

Now let’s move to the passage from John’s gospel, reading John 14:1-3, NIV: “Do not let your 
hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me.  2 In my Father's house are many rooms; if it 
were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you.  3 And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where 
I am.”   

My friends, these are not just words of comfort to be read at someone’s funeral – they are for us, 
right here, right now.  God has chosen us, and he has prepared a room for us in his house.  In the 
Middle East, one would find the house of the patriarch, the had of the family.  As his sons 
married, they would add rooms to the main house.  So, Jesus is telling us, in his Father’s house, 
there are many rooms – a room for us is there, and Jesus is coming to take us back with him!  Is 
that comforting or what?  Jesus, who keeps all his promises, has promised to come back and take 
us to be with him! 
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Let’s look at verses 12-14:  Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the 
works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father.  
13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  14 If in 
my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.  

We will do greater works than Jesus did!  Do you believe this?  It’s true, because Jesus said so!  
Because he went to the Father, and Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to be with us for all eternity, we 
will do greater works than him!  We have God himself living within us!  We have unbelievable 
power at our disposal!  We can cast out demons!  We can, with God’s help, enable folks to be 
healed!  With our witness, teaching, ministry, and testimony, folks can receive the miracle of 
eternal life!    

If we, through the power of the Holy Spirit, can do all these things, do you think we should be 
able to find a new pastor?    

Any doubt that we won’t be able to get thru this?  Any worry that we just might not find the right 
pastor to lead this great church into the future?  Jesus has just told us that, as long as we look to 
him, the cornerstone, we’ll be fine!  So, if we get discouraged as we move to the next exciting 
chapter in the life of this great church, remember that everything is under control  

Why? 

 

The cornerstone on our future church has already been laid 

 

We have a wonderful collection of bricks with which to lay that future church 

 

The plans are being prepared as we move along 

 

I am also convinced that we will need some additional bricks, and God will provide us 
with those bricks  

Here on Ohio Pike,  

 

We are a chosen race 

 

We are a royal priesthood 

 

We a holy nation 

 

We are God’s own people 

 

We are to proclaim his mighty acts 

 

We have been called out of darkness, into light  

We may falter in the months ahead, but the building that is Calvin Presbyterian Church will 
continue to stand.     


